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When aid works, 
nothing works like it. 

Babies innoculated. 
Children educated. 
Disease eradicated. 

Fields harvested. 
Entrepreneurs backed. 

Trade up. Aid down. 
When aid works, it’s on target, 

good value, transparent 
& sustainable. 
It’s smart aid.

ONE WORLD A MILLION STORIES
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EDUCATION IN THE CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

 www.dfi d.gov.uk
Public Enquiry Point: 
0845 300 4100 (UK only) 
or +44 1355 84 3132 
(from outside the UK)
enquiry@dfi d.gov.uk

  Developments magazine 
and website are produced 
by DFID to raise awareness 
of development issues. 
The views expressed do 
not necessarily refl ect 
offi cial policies.

Freetown, Sierra Leone. 
© Jenny Matthews/Panos

A pupil raises a hand in a 
school classroom that is 
illuminated by an electric 
light during the evening. 
The students are able to 
work at night thanks to a 
set of new solar panels that 
power the lighting and allow 
them extra time to learn. 
The solar panels were installed 
as part of a renewable energy 
programme sponsored by 
Christian Aid. 
© Abbie Trayler-Smith/Panos
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“GIVE SOMEONE A FISH AND YOU FEED THEM FOR A DAY. 

TEACH THEM TO FISH AND YOU FEED THEM FOR A LIFETIME.”

True, it’s a development cliché, but maybe that’s because it captures the 

ultimate in effective aid – an investment in human resources, technology 

and education that, once made, will not need to be made again and will 

continue producing returns indefi nitely. Or at least while fi sh stocks last. 

Effective, sustainable and transparent. 

If only the contemporary global aid complex were as simple. But the confl uence 

of rising fl ows of Offi cial Development Assistance – $121bn and climbing – 

with a global recession, has brought a sharper focus than ever on just how 

effective aid is. Does it reach the people it’s meant to? And does it work? 

Is someone, somewhere, skimming off the cream? When money’s too tight 

to mention, does it offer ’bang for buck’?

When aid works, nothing works like it. Could any investment ever provide the 

kind of multiplying returns that follow the education of girls? Teaching someone 

to fi sh, maybe. In an ideal world, the best kind of aid, like the best kind of 

development agency, will be focused on doing itself out of business. But that 

will only happen if aid gets smart. If it is carefully targeted, good value and 

sustainable. If people can see where the money goes, and see that it positively 

encourages development instead of fostering dependence. The mantra is 

‘aid-effectiveness’ – which is our focus in this edition of Developments.

MARTIN WROE AND MALCOLM DONEY
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Invest in children
Spending more on young children increases wellbeing

DEVELOPMENTS 47 GLOBAL NEWS

Governments should invest 
more money in children in 
the fi rst six years of their 

lives to reduce social inequality. 
This would help all children, 
especially the most vulnerable, have 
happier lives, according to a report 
from the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) on child wellbeing.

Doing Better For Children shows 
that average public spending by 
OECD countries up to the age of 
six accounts for only a quarter 
of all child spending. But a better 
balance of expenditure between 
early childhood and teenage years 
would improve the health, education 
and wellbeing of all children in the 
long term. “The crisis is putting 
pressure on public budgets across 
the world. But any short-term 
savings on spending on children’s 
education and health would have 
major long-term costs for society,” 
said OECD secretary-general Angel 
Gurría. “Governments should 

instead seize this opportunity to get 
better value from their investment 
in children. And spending early, 
when the foundations for a child’s 
future are laid, is key especially for 
disadvantaged children and can help 
them break out of a family cycle of 
poverty and social exclusion.”

Doing Better for Children 
compares public spending and 
policies for children with key 
indicators of child wellbeing such as 
education, health, housing, family 
incomes and quality of school life. 
Countries that spend relatively 
more on their youngest children 
include Finland, France, Hungary, 
Iceland and Norway. In contrast, 
Ireland, Japan, the Netherlands, New 
Zealand and the United States spend 
relatively little on young children. 

Providing more cash benefi ts in 
pre-school years, strengthening pre 
– and postnatal services and early 
childhood education, especially 
to children in disadvantaged 
families, can promote wellbeing 

for all children. Supporting breast-
feeding, and teaching parents the 
importance of a healthy diet and 
the risks of smoking would also 
help. Policymakers should consider 
offering fi nancial incentives, such 
as cash payments or food vouchers, 
to high-risk pregnant women, 
to boost the take-up of prenatal 
services, as some countries do. 
The Hungarian birth grant, for 
example, is paid on the condition 
that expectant mothers have at 
least four prenatal health checks. 
Most OECD countries concentrate 
child spending in compulsory 
education, but school systems are 
often not designed to address the 
problems of disadvantaged children. 
More of this money should be spent 
on helping less advantaged students 
within schools, through mentoring 
and out-of-school programmes, 
to improve behaviour and 
educational attainment. 

Find out more at www.oecd.org

LOCUSTS FACE DEFEAT 
The UN Food & Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) claims 
bio-pesticides can defeat locust 
infestation, after successfully 
fi ghting the destructive insect in 
Tanzania with the Green Muscle 
pesticide. “The biopesticide is not 
toxic to humans and kills only 
locusts and grasshoppers; it has 
no other environmental side-
effects,” according to the FAO. 
It coordinated the use of Green 
Muscle in 10,000 hectares of 
Tanzania’s Iku-Katavi National Park, 
the Lake Rukwa plains and the 
Malagarasi river basin, protecting 
“large wild animals, including 
elephants, hippos, and giraffes.” 
However, the locusts fared less 
well. “An international emergency 
campaign has succeeded in 
containing a massive locust 
outbreak. It is the fi rst time that 
biopesticides have been used 
on a large scale in Africa 
against locusts.” 

INDIA AND PAKISTAN IN 
TREE PLANTING CONTEST
Contests between India and 
Pakistan to set the Guinness World 
Record for hand-planting trees in 
one day is leading to millions of 
trees being planted in a region 
where deforestation has been a 
serious problem. In June, India’s 
21 JAT army regiment planted 
447,874 trees in the Shrigram 
Reserve Forest in Assam. But this 
was beaten in July by the Pakistan 
environment ministry, the forest 
department of Sindh province and 
the National Bank of Pakistan, which 
coordinated the planting of 541,176 
trees by 300 volunteers in the Indus 
river valley. And in August, Indian 
volunteers claimed a new Guinness 
World Record, planting 600,000 
trees – including mango, neem, 
teak, and jatropha – in Dungarpur, 
in Rajasthan. 

THHEEE UKUKUK CC COMOMMOMPPAPARERED DDD WIWIW THHH 
THE REST OOOOFF F TTHT E WOOOORLRLRLR DDD

UK sspeeennnd pppppperer c chihildld 
peperr yyeyeararrr aa aggggegeg dd 00 toto 5 5

p pppp

OEEO CDDDD cccc couououo ntntntntriririeseese  
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Two insecticide-treated bed 
nets will be distributed to
every Nigerian household

by December 2010, reaching over 
30m homes and saving thousands 
of lives. A major campaign involves
a vast logistical exercise including 
coordinating publicity and delivery 
(see box).

It’s part of a new drive to rid
Nigeria of malaria, backed by
£50m in UKaid – along with 
support from USAID, the World 
Bank, the Global Fund and UNITAID/
UNICEF. The malaria crisis in the
country accounts for over a quarter 
of all cases in Africa and is
seriously damaging the economy.
People’s inability to work due to
malaria costs Nigeria an estimated 
$1bn each year. But malaria is a 
wholly preventable disease and 
sleeping under a bed net is a 
simple and effective way of 
avoiding infection. 

“Malaria is the leading cause of 
death for children in Africa,” said
Sunil Mehra, executive director

of Support to National Malaria
Programme (SuNMaP) for the
UK-based Malaria Consortium.
“SuNMaP is a crucial component of 
the Nigerian government’s efforts
to cut malaria deaths in the country.
This will provide support all the way
down to the household level to help
beat this disease and reduce the
appalling impact malaria has had on
families and their livelihoods.”

The initial phase of the campaign 
in May distributed 2.1m long-lasting 
insecticidal nets and this second
phase will distribute a further
2m nets to 1m households.

The recent UK White Paper set 
out measures to combat malaria
including providing a further 30m
bed nets, life-saving new treatments
and funding to increase access to
anti-malarial drugs. By 2010 the UK
will have met its pledge to deliver
20m bed nets, preventing some
110,000 child deaths.

Find out more at
www.malariaconsortium.org

The UK government is
supporting the clearance 
of thousands of mines and 
unexploded bombs in northern 
Sri Lanka. The Department for
International Development is
providing the Mines Advisory
Group (MAG) with a £500,000 
grant to survey minefi elds and 
pinpoint unexploded ordinance.

Mines, widely used during the 
confl ict, are scattered across many 
areas in the north and east of the
country, and clearing villages,
roads and agricultural land will help
many of the 280,000 displaced

civilians still living in camps to 
return home as quickly and safely 
as possible. 

“Mines and unexploded
munitions pose a deadly threat 
for any civilian trying to return 
home and rebuild their lives,” 
said International Development 
Minster Mike Foster. “After 26 
years of confl ict, removing the 
threat from land mines and deadly 
unexploded bombs is a start on 
the long road to normality.” 

See feature on page 27
www.maginternational.org

More than 300 lorries will 
transport nets to 1,500 bed net 
distribution points.

Radio broadcasts will promote
ththt e e benefi ts of the e nenn ts.

ToT wnn crierrs willl  announcncee thththeee 
delivery oof f the e nen ts to viillagges.

9,50500 volunteers will be 
trained to visit 2222m hohohohousususehheheholololdsdsdss 
to tell them how to claim m m m
their bed net.

Drama groups will outline 
the dangers of malaria aaaand 
ded monstrate how to haaanng g
ththe ee nenetststs.

Nigeria mobilises 
to wrap up malaria
New campaign targets 30m homes with bed nets

Sri Lankan minefi elds surveyed

Bed nets rolled out
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Model and photographer 
Helena Christensen has 
returned to her Peruvian 

roots, her mother’s native country,
to document the dramatic effects
that climate change is having on
people today.

“The impacts of the climate 
change are extremely severe in the
areas we visited,” she explained.
“The farmers we talked to are
already living very hard lives, and
are now being forced to adapt to
salvage the effects of the rapidly
changing climate.

“One of the women I spoke 
to, Elizabeth Ayma, told me that
because rainfalls are less frequent
now and impossible to predict due
to the climate changes, this is having 
a huge effect on crop production.
As a result, her family has less
food to eat and less produce to sell,
resulting in her not being able to
afford her children’s school fees.
The lack of nutritional vegetables
also affects her family’s health.”

Christensen went to Peru with 
the development agency Oxfam and
her photographs will be exhibited
in New York, Washington, London
and at the UN Conference on
Climate Change in Copenhagen
in December. “We are at a tipping 
point,” she said. “We need to put
pressure on governments to take
the necessary, radical steps that are
needed to lower CO2 emissions.”

Frank Boeren, Oxfam 
International’s coordinator in Peru
said: “Peru is on the frontline of 
climate change, along with other
developing countries, which have
played little part in causing the
problem. It is crucial that rich leaders
do the right thing at Copenhagen
so that we can begin to stop run-
away climate change and protect
vulnerable people around the world.”

Oxfam is a member of the 
TckTckTck campaign, an online and
offl ine initiative bringing together
an alliance of non-governmental
organisations. These include WWF
and Greenpeace, trade unions, faith
groups and individuals calling for
a new international climate change
treaty at the UN Conference of the
Parties in Copenhagen.

Find out more at
www.oxfam.org/climate
http://tcktcktck.org

Christensen calls for change
Helena Christensen photographs reveal climate change effects

UNEDUCATED GIRLS 
SPELL ‘DISASTER’
Failing to send girls to school is 
costing the world’s poorest 
countries billions of pounds a year, 
according to a new report from 
Plan International. 

No education means girls are 
confi ned to dangerous, unskilled 
work – neglecting their earning 
potential and slowing a country’s 
recovery from the current 
fi nancial crisis. 

And the global economic 
downturn also means that girls in 
the developing world are the fi rst 
to lose their jobs, may end up in 
the sex trade and are more likely 
to die young.

“It’s bad enough that if you’re a 
young woman in Britain the 
recession could cost you your job, 
but in some countries it could cost 
you your life,” says Plan UK chief 
executive Marie Staunton.

Millions of girls never receive 
secondary level education across 
the world. Yet just a 1% rise in the 
number of girls attending 
secondary school can boost a 
country’s annual per capita income 
growth by 0.3%.

The fi ndings are published in 
Plan’s Because I am a Girl, and the 
agency is now calling for a global 
10-point action plan which includes 
providing girls with education, 
better jobs, access to land or 
property and leadership 
opportunities. A recent study 
revealed that £2bn could be added 
to the economy of Kenya alone if 
the country educated its girls to 
secondary school level.

Bestselling author and Plan 
supporter Kathy Lette says: “For the 
future of the planet, it’s imperative 
that young women be treated as 
equals, instead of sequels.” 

Find out more at www.plan-uk.org

DEVELOPMENTS 47 GLOBAL NEWS
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“Faith organisations have a unique 
reach because they represent, 
and are respected by, their faith 
community, giving extra credibility 
with local religious communities 
on the ground which can facilitate 
their work.” So said former 
UK prime minister Tony Blair 
at the launch of the Tony Blair 
Foundation Faith and 
Development Seminars, endorsing 
a new report that explores how 
faith-based organisations can 
work more effectively across the 
religious divide.

The report, Keeping Faith in 
Development, is based on a 
collaboration between The Woolf 
Institute of Abrahamic Faiths, 
Cambridge, and Christian Aid, 
and draws on the experiences 
of Christian Aid, Islamic Relief 
and World Jewish Relief in their 
humanitarian and development 
work with people of other religions. 

While such agencies are 
supported by religious leaders, 
setting them apart from their secular 
counterparts, the report also says 
that they have to carefully manage 

the risks of appearing to represent 
one faith group. The baggage of 
historical events, such as a history 
of persecution and forced 
conversion, may linger in a faith 
community’s collective memory, 
leading to suspicion towards 
another faith organisation.

Case histories within the report 
examine Christian Aid’s peace 
building work in Mindanao, the 
Philippines, with a Christian majority 
and a Muslim and non-Muslim 
minority; Islamic Relief’s work during 
and after the civil war with Christians 
and Muslims in southern Sudan; 
and World Jewish Relief’s work with 

a local Muslim partner agency in 
Kashmir, Pakistan, after the 
earthquake. “Knowledge of and 
sensitivity to interfaith issues are vital 
in the delivery of humanitarian aid in 
the world today,” said Dr Ed Kessler, 
director of the Woolf Institute. 
“By pooling the experience, leading 
religious charities will be better 
equipped to fulfi l their goals.”

Christian Aid’s inter-community 
initiatives manager Nigel Varndell 
said: “We can only end world 
poverty by working with people who 
have faiths other than our own – 
so let’s do more of it, dispel the 
myths and share examples of 
best practice.” 

The Faith and Development 
seminars at the Tony Blair Faith 
Foundation, backed by DFID, 
explored the role faith communities 
play in the marketplace, in confl ict 
resolution, as healthcare and 
education service providers and 
as stewards of the environment. 
Find out more at 
www.tonyblairfaithfoundation.org
Download the report at 
www.woolfi nstitute.cam.ac.uk
Join the debate at 
http://faithanddevelopment.
wordpress.com

Religion ‘good for development’
Report praises faith groups record and calls for sensitivity

FAITH-BASED CHARITIES 
SHOULD:
•  Promote awareness of the 

benefi ts of wide collaboration
among faith-based charities.

•  Increase the number of 
collaborative projects on
the ground.

•  Establish advisory groups with 
representatives from different
faith communities.

•  Provide multi-faith education 
programmes for staff in
faith-based organisations.

•  Establish a faith-based 
humanitarian aid resources
network.

•  Publicise examples of existing 
collaborative work.

PALESTINE CUSTOMS 
GET UP-TO-DATE
Another building block has been 
laid in the long process of creating a 
viable functioning Palestinian state, 
with the launch of a state-of-the-art 
web-based customs control system 
for territories under Palestinian 
Authority control. The ASYCUDA 
WORLD system is now operational 
in the West Bank, supported by the 
United Nations Conference on 
Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
and the European Union. The 
Palestinian Customs Service is one 
of only 10 customs authorities to 
adopt the latest version of this 
computerised control system. 
Director-general of the authority’s 
customs and excise directorate 
Hatem Yousef said: “This system will 
improve the capacity of the 
Palestinian Authority to manage the 
economy through the adoption of 
the latest technologies of 
e-government…” 

LOW LIGHTS FOR 
TOGO’S CAPITAL 
The west African city Lomé, capital 
of Togo, will be lit energy-effi ciently 
from this year, with the Global 
Environment Facility (GEF) spending 
$1.82m on installing 400,000 
compact fl uorescent light bulbs. 
The project is part of an Emergency 
Infrastructure and Electricity 
Rehabilitation Project developed by 
the World Bank, itself spending 
$25m on making Lomé’s transport 
and energy systems more modern 
and user-friendly. A World Bank 
report said its money would also 
fund “outreach and awareness-
building campaigns to promote 
an energy effi ciency culture” in 
the city, and establishing reliable 
regulation and quality control 
systems for selling the new bulbs 
across Togo. 

of sub-Saharan 
africans trust religious

institutions most
Source: Gallup
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It’s the frenetic third week of the 
Edinburgh Festival, but in a dark 
venue in the bowels of the old 
town, we’re most defi nitely in 
Peru. Spotlit before us is a young 
street dweller, scavenging Lima’s 
rubbish dumps for a living. 

“Could you live like this?” she 
asks, eyeballing the audience with 
angry desperation. “Know that I am 
forced to live like this. So scratch the 
surface. Please scratch the surface.” 

Like her seven co-performers in 
Poverty Monologues, Joada Allen is 
hoping her impassioned words will 
do considerably more than scratch 
the surface. The headline statistics 
are hard-hitting enough: almost 
half of humanity lives on $2 a day or 
less; 12% of the world’s population 
use 85% of its water; nearly a billion 
people entered the 21st century 
unable to read a book or sign 
their names.

But the characters in this 
hour-long multimedia show 
have a different kind of emotive 
power – because they’re based 
on real people befriended by the 
performers on 10-week volunteer 
projects across the developing 
world. An Indian mother needing 
healthcare for her disabled son, 
a Ghanaian 

farmer whose land is left ravaged 
by climate change, a Peruvian child 
deprived of a basic education – and 
others like them, whose lives barely 
feature on the rich world radar.

“It made me angry seeing the 
huge gap between rich and poor,” 
says Joada, a 25-year-old college 
lecturer from South Yorkshire, 
who wrote her monologue after 
encountering underprivileged 
children in Callao, Peru. “They 
would come and knock on my door 
at six in the morning because they 
wanted me to teach them English – 
that’s how motivated they were to 
improve themselves. It made 
me more determined to tell their 
stories and understand why 
poverty happens.” 

Platform2 – funded by 
UKaid from the Department for 
International Development and 
run by Christian Aid and British 
Universities North America Club – 
is aimed at young British people 
from less advantaged backgrounds 
who would not normally have the 
chance to volunteer overseas. As 
important as the work done in the 
fi eld is the ongoing educational 
and profi le-raising work conducted 

on return to Britain – which is 
why the eight volunteers 

decided to take their experiences 
to Edinburgh in the Poverty 
Monologues. 

“Even after ten weeks I felt I 
really cared about the people I 
met in South Africa,” says Nikki 
Norton, the only trained actor in the 
group, based in Manchester. She 
began a theatre company during 
her stay near Cape Town, and 
her monologue was that of a girl 
who watched her township being 
bulldozed. “To open our mouths 
and tell these stories – it felt like the 
most powerful thing we could do 
when we got back.” 

The show was put together in 
one weekend by director Jonny 
Mason and eight volunteers 
refl ecting the racial, cultural and 
religious diversity of the Platform2 
scheme. “We’re all completely 
different but we’ve all got the same 
target,” says 20-year-old Jack 
Martin, an art student who grew up 
in a village in west Wales. “We want 
to use what we’ve learned and to tell 
people about it.” 

Apart from the exhilaration of 
an Edinburgh Festival run, he has 
found an unexpected bonus in the 
network of fellow volunteers around 
the country, connected through 
Facebook, Bebo and MySpace. 
“I feel like Platform2 is more of a 

community than I’ve ever had in my 
life,” he says. “Now I know people 
all over the country. When I got 
back from Ghana, I hooked up with 
another Platform2 volunteer and 
went to work at an NGO in south 
India – he’s the fi rst devout Muslim 
I’ve ever met, and we’ve become 
great friends.” 

Joada Allen came back similarly 
fi red up. As well as taking part in 
Poverty Monologues, she has shown 
her multimedia presentation to a 
staggering 160 different tutorial 
groups at the Rotherham college 
where she works. A number of her 
students are set to follow in her 
footsteps on future Platform2 trips. 

“The trip has really changed 
the way I read the news too,” she 
says. “I’m more wary about media 
agendas, notice how different 
papers take different angles. 
Basically I pay more attention.” 

At the end of its run, the show 
had attracted larger than usual 
crowds to the Edinburgh backstreet 
venue, and an unexpectedly high 
level of media attention – around 
30 radio interviews and articles, 
including a favourable review in the 
Scotsman. Already fi ve venues in 
England have expressed an interest 
in hosting the production. 

Not so much scratching 
the surface, then, as spreading 
the word. 

Find out more at 
www.povertymonologues.com
www.myplatform2.com
See insert card in this edition 
of Developments if you want 
to apply

Poor show
In the Poverty Monologues at Edinburgh’s Festival Fringe, eight overseas volunteers 
acted out travellers’ tales of the people they’d met – stories normally left untold. 
Nick Thorpe was in the audience.
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Editors, VV Brown, Basement 
Jaxx, Fatboy Slim, Just Jack, 
Nitin Sawhney and legendary 
drummer Tony Allen kicked off 
the Oxjam music festival with a 
series of intimate performances 
in a specially-converted Oxfam 
shop in London. 

The annual Oxjam festival 
comprises thousands of fundraising 
music events put on by ordinary 
people – from large-scale festivals 
to local sponsored busks – the 
biggest line-up of any music 
festival in the UK. Since 2006, more 
than 36,000 musicians have played 
to an audience of over 750,000 
people at almost 3,000 Oxjam 
events, raising in excess of £1m 
to fi ght poverty around the world. 

This year the festival was focused 
on helping poor people cope with 
the effects of climate change. 

Meanwhile Arctic Monkeys 
have marked another music 
industry fi rst by releasing their 
single, Crying Lightning, through 
Oxfam’s 700 charity shops as a 
fundraiser for the development 
agency. The limited-edition 7”, 
the fi rst single from new album 
Humbug, features a cover of the 
Nick Cave classic Red Right 
Hand as a B-side, and the release 
marks the fi rst time Oxfam shops 
have sold a new release single 
for 25 years.  

Find out more at 
www.oxfam.org.uk/arcticmonkeys 

Musicians pass the hat
Oxjam festival and Arctic Monkeys line up against poverty

Over two-thirds of all 
blind people in the world 
are women, according 

to fi ndings by Sightsavers 
International, released for World 
Sight Day in October. The reason 
that more than 20 million women 
are needlessly blind – 90% of whom 
live in developing countries – is 
largely because women are still 
often last in line for medical care.

Cultural, social and economic 
factors mean that many women 
don’t have access to eye tests, 
glasses, medication or surgery. For 
women and girls who are blind, they 
are doubly disadvantaged by both 
their gender and their disability.

In some countries, for example, 
women cannot travel unless 
accompanied by a male family 
member, and the lack of someone to 
accompany them proves a signifi cant 
barrier to seeking treatment. Another 

issue is cost – not only the direct 
costs of treatment, but also indirect 
costs such as transport to the clinic 
or hospital, food or loss of earnings 
while being treated. 

One woman who overcame 
these barriers is Fatima Usman, 36, 
from Kawara State, Nigeria, recently 
diagnosed with cataracts in both 
eyes. Fatima lost her sight as a child 
and grew up believing she would 
be blind indefi nitely. It wasn’t until 
a local outreach camp, supported 

by Sightsavers and its partners, 
came to Fatima’s village earlier this 
year that she was diagnosed with 
cataracts. She had her full sight 
restored following a successful 
operation. Fatima is now able to take 
care of her four children and has 
also been able to learn skills to help 
increase the family’s income. 

“It’s unimaginable to many in 
the developed world that a person 
could be last in line for medical 
care simply because they are a 
woman. But for the developing 
world this is the stark reality,” said 
Dr Caroline Harper, chief executive 
of Sightsavers. “Blindness affects 
45 million people worldwide, and 
unless more is done to address this, 
the fi gure is set to double over the 
next 25 years.” 
 
Find out more at 
www.sightsavers.org/women

Many women ‘needlessly blind’
Women in developing countries are often last in line for healthcare

WOMEN TO WOMEN

In Pakistan, a group of 
’lady health workers’ have 
been trained by Sightsavers 
to identify and treat basic eye 
conditions. They help to run 
a network of 100,000 village 
women going from door to 
door encouraging women to 
seek treatment for health 
problems. Each worker visits 
around 200 families a month 
to check for diseases such 
as TB, malaria, malnutrition, 
and the eye diseases that have 
left 1.5 million people blind 
in Pakistan. As women in close-
knit largely Muslim communities, 
the lady health workers are 
often welcomed in homes 
where a male doctor or nurse 
may be regarded with suspicion. 

POST OFFICES UNITE 
TO FIGHT AIDS 
As most people use post offi ces 
they are an ideal outlet for 
spreading important public 
health messages about, for 
example, HIV. As a result, the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU), 
UNAIDS, the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) and the UNI 
Global Union trade union 
federation are launching a global 
awareness campaign using post 
offi ces. It opens in 24,000 post 
offi ces in Brazil, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, China, Estonia, Mali 
and Nigeria – countries chosen 
“because of their HIV prevalence 
rates and to give a broad 
geographical spread.“ A 2010 
phase will focus on advising postal 
employees, with ILO preparing 
an information kit for employers. 
And in 2011, the UPU plans to 
invite member countries to issue 
a stamp commemorating the 
discovery of AIDS in 1981. 

20 million
blind women in the world 

90%
live in developing countries

MORE FOR MUSIC
More than 600 Oxfam shops 
across the country sell second-
hand music – double the
number of independent record 
shops in the UK.

The charity sells around £6m of 
music every year, which could:
•  Fund Oxfam’s entire 

programme in Indonesia 
for a year.

•  Buy 187,000 emergency 
shelters.

•  Provide safe water for eight
million people.
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smart aid
How aid needs to get clever in the fi ght against poverty. 

A 16-page Developments focus on making aid effective.

Once women like Leyla 
and Maritta in Liberia gain 
vocational training in skills 
like mechanics, they are more 
likely to escape poverty. 
© Abbie Trayler-Smith/Panos Pictures
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1. EDUCATED GIRLS 
CHANGE WORLDS
When Naomi Kwampa was six 
years old, she started primary 
school near Accra, the capital of 
Ghana. Barely a term later, she 
was forced to drop out because 
her mother could not afford 
essential school accessories. 
Four years later – thanks to 
help with school costs – she 
has been able to return to school. 
She plans to become a nurse.

Had she been unable to return to 
school it would have been a tragedy, 
not just for Naomi but for her 
community and her own children. 
Because bringing girls into the 
classroom has a phenomenal effect, 
not just on them, but their families. 

Statistically, Naomi will earn 
more and have more economic 
independence. She’ll be less likely to 
marry young, have fewer babies and 

her children are likely to be more 
spaced apart (helping reduce the 
chance of complications that lead to 
half a million maternal deaths every 
year in the developing world).

And the longer Naomi stays in 
school, the better off her children 
will be too. They are more likely 
to be immunised, better fed, and 
educated too. 

Aid agencies, NGOs and 
governments around the world 
have been working towards getting 
girls into school by such initiatives 
as abolishing fees and providing 
toilets (not having them is a huge 
deterrent). Importantly, more girls 
were enrolled in primary education 
than boys in all developing regions 
between 2000 and 2006. Two-thirds 
of all countries now have equal 
numbers of girls and boys attending 
school, with southern Asia making 
the most progress. 

But lots more must be done. 
Around 75 million children still 
do not go to school, most of 
them girls.  

GOOD 
WORKS
When development 
aid works, there’s 
no better investment. 
Tatum Anderson 
reports on fi ve of 
the smartest kinds 
of aid. First up… 

SMART AID
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2. WATER AND 
SANITATION 
LIFE SAVERS
Imagine getting up to go to school 
or work, and there is no bathroom 
to have a wash, maybe no toilet 
either. If you’re lucky, there could 
a long-drop latrine near where you 
live but you share it with many 
other people. 

Along with quality housing and 
shelter, safe water and sanitation 
are human rights and basic needs 
for healthy living. Yet 2.5 billion 
people have no access to basic 
sanitation. And 884 million do not 
have access to safe water either. 

That’s why efforts to fund the 
building of latrines and provide clean 
water sources are so vital. Concerted 
efforts by governments, NGOs and 
aid agencies have so far helped 
provide a staggering 1.6 billion more 
people with access to safe water 
since 1990. East Asia has reported 
the most progress by helping over 
400 million people since 1990. 

Access to safe water and 
sanitation is not just a matter of 
human dignity, however. Diarrhoeal 
diseases, such as cholera, dysentery 
and typhoid, kill thousands of 
under-fi ves every day. 

Water and sanitation projects 
are one of the most effective 
interventions because they help 
boost other development efforts 
too. Diarrhoea, for instance, causes 
malnourishment in children and 
exacerbates the effects of other 
diseases. Living far from a water 
source affects education too. 
Girls around the world are 
expected to collect water and 
can spend hours every day 
walking to the nearest source. 

In short, you can’t have healthy and 
educated communities who are able 
to pursue good livelihoods without 
the basic necessities of water and 
sanitation being sorted out.  

3. SMALL LOANS 
BIG RESULTS
Nakakande Teopista was struggling 
to support her family in central 
rural Uganda when she heard about 
a scheme that would change her 
and her family’s lives dramatically.

She lived miles from the nearest 
payphone, so making phone calls 
was normally out of the question. 
She applied for a tiny loan – 
enough to buy a mobile phone 
and the equipment enabling her 
to offer mobile services to her 
neighbours. In four months she 
had repaid the loan and, with her 
son, began to offer mobile services 
in neighbouring villages and even 
opened a stationery shop at the 
nearest trading centre.

Ms Teopista can now afford to 
send her children to school and 
help secure the future welfare 
of the family. What’s more, 
entrepreneurs like her can provide 
employment to others too. 

The process of offering small 
loans to poor people who want 
to generate income is known 
as microfi nance. This concept 
turns on its head an entrenched 
view that poor people are credit 
risks. Traditionally they have 
been excluded from normal 
fi nancial services and forced to 
rely on moneylenders who charge 
extortionate rates that drive 
borrowers further into poverty.

But, as many thousands of 
instances attest, providing small 
loans – less than $200 – to poor 
people (particularly women) is 
actually an enormously effi cient 
use of money. Not only are loans 
repaid in full within months but 
the repayments are recycled as 
more loans to other women. 
The small businesses, in everything 
from weaving and baking to 
brick-making and bicycle repair, 
help families escape poverty – 
in Bangladesh, at a rate of 10,000 
women every month. As a result 
families eat better, are healthier 
and better educated too. And 
crucially, women who earn 
their own money usually have 
more self-esteem, more say 
and more status in their homes 
and neighbourhoods. 

The idea is catching. In 2007, 
development agencies provided 
loans worth a staggering $4bn. 

Micro credit union 
members counting loan 
money at Sarakunda 
Community, Gambia. 
© Sean Sprague/Panos

A woman in Bangladesh washes 
clothing and kitchen utensils in a 
community water supply, where a 
‘drop latrine’ empties directly into a 
large stagnant pond of water, thick 
with sewage and rubbish. © Zed Nelson 



Test tubes containing a new hybrid variety 
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5. RESEARCH 
DRIVES 
DEVELOPMENT
Over a decade ago, the virulent 
African mosaic virus blighted 
almost a quarter of all cassava, 
a root vegetable which is staple 
food for families and smallholder 
farmers across Africa. 

However, new cassava 
varieties, resistant to both 
the virus and drought, were 
developed by researchers at 
the National Agricultural 
Research Organisation, a 
Ugandan research institute.

A trial among 1,500 smallholder 
farmers achieved up to nine-
times the yield of older varieties. 
This convinced, 6,000, habitually 
sceptical, farmers to grow this new 
type of cassava, and even invest in 
machinery to turn the tubers into 
crisps and generate more income.

Research like this is a vital driver 
for development. Not only does 
research help discover new 
crop varieties and new drugs, 
it also tells us how plant, animal 
and human diseases spread. 
And it leads to the development 
of new technologies and methods, 
besides providing important social 
information about communities in 
order to make aid more effective. 

For maximum benefi t, more 
research needs to be focused on 
the poor. For example, at present, 
only 10% of the global spend on 
health research examines issues 
affecting the poorest (90%) of the 
world’s population. 

4. KILLER DISEASES 
ON THE RUN
Dr Chetan Chitnis is a busy man. 
At a laboratory in Delhi, India, 
he and his team are working on 
vaccines that prevent malaria 
that kills almost a million people 
a year – mainly children – and 
affects over 250 million altogether. 

He is just one of a global 
movement of researchers, 
governments, charities and health 
workers which has formed to 
eradicate malaria once and for all.

The programme has already 
seen a dramatic reduction in child 
deaths from Zanzibar to Zambia – 
partly because more children under 
fi ve are sleeping under insecticide-
treated bed nets. “Vaccines will 
always be the most cost-effective 
long-term solution for many 
diseases,” says Dr Chitnis. “But 
vaccines are diffi cult to make and 
need sustained funding.”

But the global teams fi ghting 
against disease are gaining ground: 

  Deaths from measles have 
dropped by more than two-
thirds to less than 200,000 
between 2000 and 2007. 
  Deaths from AIDS fell from 
2.2 million in 2005 
to 2 million in 2007.
  Polio is on the verge of 
elimination there were less 
than 2,000 cases in 2008. 

And there are wider benefi ts than 
strictly medical ones. Healthy 
people are better able to work and 
learn than the sick, thus benefi ting 
the economy. Health interventions 
can also help prevent more families 
falling further into poverty. 

Getting sick can be devastating 
for an entire family because they 
must pay out-of-pocket for doctors, 
hospitalisation and medication, and 
also lose income by stopping work 
to care for their sick relative. Some 
households rapidly run into debt 
simply by buying over-the-counter 
drugs for childhood fevers.  

SMART AID
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$85.9bn bilateral aid 
(direct to individual countries)

$35.4bn multilateral aid 
(given via international institutions 
such as the World Bank and UNICEF)

TOP FIVE MULTILATERAL ORGANISATIONS
1 EUROPEAN UNION $13.3bn
2  INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

(WORLD BANK) $12.8bn
3  UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMME $3.1bn
4  GLOBAL FUND TO FIGHT AIDS, 

TB AND MALARIA $2.4bn
5 AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FUND $1.9bn

WHO RECEIVED MOST 
MULTILATERAL AID 

 1 PAKISTAN $1.2bn
 2 ETHIOPIA $1.1bn
 3  PALESTINIAN 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA $1bn
 4 VIETNAM $979.1m
 5 TANZANIA $972.5m

WHO RECEIVED MOST 
OVERALL AID?

 1 IRAQ $8.9bn
 2 AFGHANISTAN $2.9bn
 3 TANZANIA $1.8bn 

 4 CAMEROON $1.6bn 

 5 SUDAN $1.6bn

FUNDING PROJECTS 
ON THE GROUND

DFID directly funds a number 
of projects in developing 
countries. These include 
initiatives such as improving 
education for children or 
providing water sanitation 
systems. In most cases, DFID 
works with one or more 
development organisations 
(mainly NGOs). They know the 
outcomes the project wants to 
achieve. In all these projects, 
expenditure is directly tracked.

GIVING TO CHARITY

DFID gives money direct 
to international charities 
like Oxfam, Action Aid and 
VSO who, in turn, decide 
how the money should be 
best used. DFID also gives 
money to charities based 
in developing countries. All 
these organisations have audit 
systems, agreed with DFID, 
to keep track of how the 
money is spent.

SUPPORTING MAJOR 
INSTITUTIONS

DFID gives money to larger de-
velopment organisations, such 
as the UN, EU or the World 
Bank, who also receive money 
from other wealthy countries. 
These organisations decide 
how the funds should be used, 
and have their own internal 
audits. As a stakeholder, 
DFID can and does infl uence 
the way money is spent.

HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE
In response to humanitarian 
crises such as the Tsunami in 
South Asia, DFID provides aid 
to multilateral organisations, 
or NGOS, or directly to the 
countries affected.

DIRECT TO POOR 
COUNTRIES

DFID gives aid directly to the 
governments of some poorer 
countries in Africa and Asia. 
But this type of funding only 
goes to countries that have 
systems in place to ensure the 
money gets to the people it’s 
intended for. In countries where 
these systems are not in place 
other methods of delivering 
aid are used. DFID carries out 
independent audits to check 
how overseas governments 
use the money they’re given.

WHERE ON EARTH DOES ALL THE DEVELOPMENT A

WHAT HAPPENS TO UKAID?

Total World Offi cial Development Assistance 
from the governments of the 22 richest 
industrialised countries and the EU in 2007/08

$121.3bn
WHO GIVES MOST?
 1 UNITED STATES 21.4%
 2 GERMANY 11 .5% 

 3 UNITED KINGDOM 9.4.%
 4 FRANCE 9%
 5 JAPAN 7.7% 

 6 NETHERLANDS 5.7%
 7 SPAIN 5.4% 
 8 SWEDEN 3.9%
 9 CANADA 3.9%
 10 ITALY 3.6%

WHO GIVES THE 
HIGHEST PROPORTION 
OF THEIR GROSS 
NATIONAL INCOME?

 1 SWEDEN 0.98%
 2 LUXEMBOURG 0.92%
 3 NORWAY 0.88%
 4 DENMARK 0.82%
 5 NETHERLANDS 0.8%
 6 IRELAND 0.58%
 7 BELGIUM 0.47%
 8 SPAIN 0.433%
 9 UNITED KINGDOM 0.431%
 10 FINLAND 0.427%
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In 2007/08 UK government gave

£5.5bn
£3.2bn 
bilateral aid 

£2.2bn 
multilateral aid

T AID GO?

5 COUNTRIES THE UK SUPPORTS DIRECTLY:

THREE OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
INSTITUTIONS SUPPORTED 
BY THE UK 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION  £1.1BN 

WORLD BANK GROUP  £574M 

UNITED NATIONS  £254M

TOP 10 CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANISATIONS 
THE UK SUPPORTS WITH HUMANITARIAN 
ASSISTANCE
1 BRITISH RED CROSS £43.9M
2 OXFAM  £5.4M
3 MERLIN £2.9M
4  ACTION AGAINST HUNGER UK £2.8M
5 CARE INTERNATIONAL £2.5M
6  INTERNATIONAL RESCUE 

COMMITTEE £2.2M
7  MINES ADVISORY GROUP £2.1M
8 SAVE THE CHILDREN £2.1M
9 CONCERN WORLDWIDE £1.7M
10  MÉDECINS SANS FRONTIÈRES £1.7M

SMART AID

Health 
7%

BANGLADESH
£132.9m

Social 
services* 16%

Education 
14%Governance 

26%

Growth 31%
Other 3%

Humanitarian 
assistance 3%

WHAT THE 
UK GOVERNMENT

GIVES MONEY 
FOR

Government 
& civil society 
25%

Health 
21%

Economic
growth

16%

Humanitarian 
assistance 10%

Social 
services* 5%

Research 4%

Water supply 
& sanitation 3%

Environment
protection 

2%

Education 
14%

Health 
15%

ETHIOPIA
£165.5m

Social 
services* 
36%

Education 
17%

Governance 7%

Growth 4%
Other 1%

Humanitarian 
assistance 
20%

NEPAL
£58m

Health 
34%

Growth 
26%Social

services* 6%

Governance 
10%

Humanitarian
assistance 9%Other 6%

Education 
5%

AFGHANISTAN
£147.5m

Social 
services* 3%

Governance 
65%

Growth 
22%

Humanitarian 
assistance 10%

Health 
12%

TANZANIA
£132.7m

Social 
services* 7%

Education 
20%

Governance 
34%

Growth 
27%

* This category includes social protection programmes, for example food safety nets 
and orphan and vulnerable children programmes, as well as basic infrastructure 
programmes such as water and sanitation programmes.

Figures here are for the years 2007, 2008 or 2009. Sources: DFID, OECD, UNDP.
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CLEAN SWEEP
Corruption is a stubborn infection which 
reinforces poverty and prevents recovery. 
Vigilance, transparency, accountability 
and good governance are the antidotes. 

London 2009: the Metropolitan Police 
Proceeds of Corruption Unit is busy. 
Following an investigation into allegations 

that developing country politicians were 
keeping ‘dirty money’ in UK banks, £78m of 
funds are frozen. So far, £1.3m has been 
returned to Nigeria by the UK, with a further 
£19.4m being recovered through the UK courts. 
A UK citizen has been sentenced to three years 
for money laundering. Meanwhile, in the City, 
London’s fi nancial district, the fi nance director 
of a UK-registered company is convicted of 
bribery and a Ugandan offi cial jailed for money 
laundering, following an investigation by the 
overseas anti-corruption unit of the City of 
London Police.

Sweeping the corridors of power and 
commerce free from corruption is a serious 
business. Because corruption is a global menace 
– from petty bribery to international 
racketeering, from shady backhanders which 
seal business deals to the brazen elevation of 
family and friends. And it’s not confi ned to 
developing countries. Western companies that 
offer bribes to win contracts or banks that 
accept ‘dirty money’ add fuel to the fl ames. 

The trouble with corruption is that it 
undermines governance, democracy and 
the rule of law. It hurts the poorest people 
most, because it takes money away from 
fi ghting poverty. It destroys the confi dence 
of investors, raising the cost of doing business 
and it increases crime and insecurity – 
creating a fertile landscape for terrorists, 
drug traffi ckers and money launderers. 
Which is why – as then British prime minister 
Tony Blair pointed out after the Gleneagles G8 
meeting in 2005 – “African leaders and the heads 
of the G8 countries [are] united in identifying 
the importance of fi ghting corruption to help 
reduce poverty in Africa and worldwide.” 

And the world is now focusing, like never 
before, on making sure that corruption doesn’t 
pay. It has to, because when aid is tainted with 
the whiff of corruption, then public support 
erodes, and the voices of those who are sceptical 
of all aid become increasingly prominent. 
Evidence of a zero-tolerance approach to 
corruption is seen when the UK, for example, 
refuses to work directly with particular 

governments, like Burma or Zimbabwe. 
In such cases, development support for the 
people of those countries is channelled 
through trustworthy agencies like the UN or 
independent NGOs. And when the spectre of 
corruption appears in countries where the UK 
is supporting governments to fi ght poverty, 
the UK reserves the right to withdraw funding – 
or reduce it, as has happened in Sierra Leone, 
Ghana and Rwanda.

Central to this anti-corruption sweep is 
joining together successful moves against 
corrupt operators worldwide. So, as well as 
working on the local level with partner 
governments to nip dodgy dealing in the bud, 
there is a simultaneous focus on recovering 
assets stolen from developing countries. The 
UK, for example, is funding Interpol, to assist 
developing countries to get the support they 

need to pursue stolen assets. More funds are 
being provided to the IMF to help poorer 
countries develop systems to combat money 
laundering. And specialised teams within 
the Metropolitan and City of London police 
forces in the UK, have been resourced 
(see UK Anti-Corruption Squads) to close 
the net on perpetrators of graft. 

But while corruption is not easy to root 
out, it thrives least where accountability 
and governance are strongest. In other words, 
if aid is to be effective, then the world has to 
make a long-term effort to support transparency 
and accountability. 

This is the impetus behind the International 
Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI), a partnership 
launched a year ago which already has 17 
countries signed up. The IATI aims to make 
information on aid spending more accessible – 
making it easier for poor people and their 
governments to track how aid is spent at local 
and national levels. If aid is open to scrutiny it 
is more likely to be spent effectively – not least 
because local people will be able to hold their 
governments to account. For instance, an 
information campaign in Uganda about funding 
for education programmes increased the level 
of funds actually reaching the schools from 20% 
in 1995 to 80% in 2001. Information is power – 
the power to end waste and corruption. 

“As economic growth shifts into reverse, 
poor households are increasingly forced to 
make impossible choices in allocating scarce 
resources,” says Huguette Labelle, chair of 
Transparency International. “Do parents pay a 
bribe so that a sick child can see a doctor or do 
they buy food for their family? It is simply 
unacceptable that families continue to face 
these decisions.”

The 2009 Global Corruption Barometer, 
produced by Transparency International, 
is a global public opinion survey refl ecting 
the views of 73,000 people from 69 countries. 
The barometer found that in Cameroon, Liberia, 
Sierra Leone and Uganda, more than 50% of 

UK ANTI-CORRUPTION SQUADS

Since 2006, the Department for International 
Development has part-funded two anti-
corruption units: The Metropolitan Police 
Proceeds of Corruption Unit, and the Overseas 
Anti-Corruption Unit within the City of London 
Police Force’s Economic Crime Department.

The Met’s unit’s main task is to investigate 
allegations of money laundering by senior public 
fi gures from developing countries through 
the UK fi nancial sector. The City of London 
Police unit primarily investigates allegations 
of corruption and bribery by UK companies 
or UK nationals engaged overseas. Both units 
cooperate with each other and with other units 
like the Serious Organised Crime Agency and 
the Serious Fraud Offi ce.

Achievements so far
  Since November 2006, £20.7m has been 
returned to developing countries. There 
have been 25 arrests and two successful 
prosecutions in the UK including a three-year 
conviction on charges of money laundering.
  In 2008, the UK achieved its fi rst successful 
prosecutions for foreign bribery. A director 
of a UK company received a suspended 
jail sentence for bribing a Ugandan 
presidential adviser. The adviser also 
received a jail sentence. 
  In June 2009 charges were brought over 
allegations of the attempted manipulation 
of contracts relating to Global Fund money 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 
  July 2009 saw the fi rst prosecution brought 
in the UK against a company for overseas 
corruption. Mabey & Johnson pleaded guilty 
to a series of corruption charges.

In Kenya schools were not receiving 

text books, despite funds being 

provided. DFID worked to ensure that 

school committees, of parents and 

teachers, were put in charge of buying 

books and classroom essentials.

In Uganda, DFID helped 

clean up corruption in the 

public sector by stopping 

payments to 9,000 ghost 

workers – non-existent 

employees on payrolls.

In Mozambique, support for customs reform 

speeded up clearance times for goods coming 

in and out of the country by 40 times. 

By strengthening the business environment, 

it also reduced incentives for bribery. Customs 

revenues doubled between 1996 and 2005.



EXTRACTION 
NOT EXTORTION

The Extractive Industries 
Transparency Initiative (EITI) sets 
a global standard for oil and 
mining companies to publish what 
they pay and for governments 
to disclose what they receive. 
In Nigeria in 2004/05, the EITI 
helped identify and recover $1bn 
in revenues from oil companies.
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respondents reported paying a bribe in the 
past 12 months. Regionally, the Middle East 
and north Africa registered the worst results, 
with four in 10 reporting bribe payments in 
the last year. Petty bribery was reported to 
be on the rise in Venezuela, Ghana, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, Bolivia, Senegal, Russia and Kenya. 
It is important to recognise that corruption is 
still a factor.

But if we are to end poverty, we can’t afford 
to wait until countries have got rid of corruption 
before providing aid to them – not least because 
corruption is both a cause and a consequence of 
poor governance. 

And there is a growing recognition that aid 
which helps governments in developing 
countries become strong, responsive and 
accountable institutions could be the most 
effective tool of all in tackling the underlying 
problems of corruption. 

SMART AID
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CUTTING OUT BACKHANDERS 
IN PALESTINE

With an unemployment rate of 16.8%, and 
work opportunities impeded by movement 
and access restrictions, workers’ unions in the 
West Bank are meant to protect the interests 
of employees. But when Nizam (not his real 
name) contacted his local union with a question 
about health insurance, he found that instead 
of protecting his interests, the union director 
told him to pay a fee of 80 NIS (£13) for a health 
insurance service that Nizam later learned 
should have been free.

Nizam contacted Transparency International’s 
newly opened Palestine Advocacy and Legal 
Advice Centre (ALAC) in the West Bank. He 
explained what had happened, and expressed 
concern that others might also being exploited. 
The ALAC reported his case to the Minister 
of Labour, who began an investigation which 
revealed that other workers’ unions in the West 
Bank had also unfairly charged workers for 
free services. The Ministry of Labour wrote to 
all unions warning them that this practice was 
illegal, and that any unions found doing this 
would face penalties.

As well as helping Nizam secure a fair deal on 
his health insurance, Transparency International 
Palestine and the Ministry of Labour published 
information explaining the health insurance 
system, to increase public awareness of the 
registration procedure. New Advocacy and 
Legal Advice Centres in Palestine, Lebanon and 
Morocco are each supported by Transparency 
International with funds from DFID. They 
provide a key link between concerns of 
citizens and relevant government institutions, 
highlighting opportunities for viable institutional 
change against corruption. They combine 
practical support with advocacy and lobbying.

With DFID support, the 

Zambian government has 

recovered £20m in cash 

and stolen assets and is 

using £2m of that to improve 

maternity services.
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HONEST DEALING
Africa’s bad reputation 
for corruption won’t go 
away, but is it really more 
corrupt than anywhere 
else? Sudanese-born 
telecoms entrepreneur 
Mo Ibrahim challenges 
the popular stereotype.

Too many narratives of Africa 
focus on the apparently 
intractable and endless 

problem of corruption. People in 
the UK could be forgiven for 
thinking that every politician in 
Africa is a crook and wondering 
if any of the hard-earned pounds 
that they contribute towards 
development aid ever reach their 
intended destinations. 

Of course, Africa is not perfect, 
far from it. There are many corrupt 
politicians who continue to deceive 
their own people as well as the 
taxpayers of donor countries. 
However we need to tread 
carefully. Africa gets more than its 
fair share of criticism in a media 
environment skewed towards 
sensationalism and clichés. 

Firstly Africa’s reputation for 
corruption implies that we have 
a monopoly on this issue. This is 
absolutely untrue – for every corrupt 
African politician there is a corrupt 
European or American business 
person, or even political counterpart. 
Corruption is like adultery, a crime 

between two consenting adults. 
UK corruption legislation came in in 
2001, and only this year we saw the 
fi rst prosecution of a company for 
this crime. Many European countries 
have not even reached this stage.

Secondly, the corruption smear 
tars all Africa’s 53 countries 
with the same brush. There are 
pariah states where corruption is 
endemic and leaders are completely 
unaccountable for political terror 
and extrajudicial killings, never 
mind misuse of resources. However 
there are also peaceful countries in 
which leaders are scrupulous about 
good governance, and work hard to 
lift their citizens out of poverty.

Often, when I am asked to speak, 
especially in the west, I ask the 
audience to put up their hands if 
they have ever heard of Mobutu Sese 
Seko, or Idi Amin, or Sani Abacha. 
Invariably almost the entire room 
obliges. I then follow up by asking 
who has heard of Joaquim Chissano, 
or Festus Mogae, or Sir Ketumile 
Masire. I am lucky if even three 
hands are raised.

This is clearly illustrative of the 
bias that African leaders face. 
A few choice headlines, often 
referencing long-dead leaders, and 
an entire continent is characterised 
by criminality. This complete 
misperception is one of the reasons 
why I started my foundation in 2006. 

One of our core initiatives is the 
Ibrahim Prize for Achievement in 
African Leadership. We confer a 
prestigious and heavily endowed 
prize on a former African executive 
leader who came to offi ce and left 
democratically, and who has shown 
excellence in leadership. A leader 
who has made every effort to lift his 
or her people out of poverty, who has 
managed resources transparently 
and effectively and who has put 
their country on the path to 
prosperity and development. 
One of its main aims is to challenge 
those commentaries and headlines 
that suggest that all African leaders 
fail their citizens.

Our fi rst two laureates, President 
Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique 
and President Festus Mogae of 

Botswana, are evidence of a new 
generation of African leaders who 
not only use their time in offi ce 
to contribute positively to their 
countries but also spend their so-
called retirements in public service. 
When we tried to reach President 
Chissano to inform him that he had 
won the prize, it was his birthday 
and we were unable to get hold of 
him. It transpired that this retired 
grandfather spent his 67th birthday 
in the bush near Juba negotiating 
with the Lord’s Resistance Army 
and the government of Uganda 
in his capacity as United Nations 
special envoy to northern Uganda 
and southern Sudan. He was trying 
to bring peace to a war-torn country 
– something he also achieved in 
Mozambique while in offi ce.

The Ibrahim laureates are of course 
not the only examples of honest 
African politicians. They are just 
the best of the best. These leaders 
have harder jobs than we can even 
begin to comprehend. While facing 
many of the same challenges as 
their western counterparts – climate 
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When I came across Dambisa Moyo’s 
book, I felt a mixture of delight 
and nervousness. Delight because 

here we have a Zambian academic weighing 
in on a subject that has been the preserve 
of self-appointed ‘development experts’; 
nervousness because with so much written 
by leading experts, could Dead Aid offer any 
fresh thinking?

The author is tired and frustrated by the 
aid apparatus that ‘traps’ poor and indebted 
African states and is, in her view, the root 
cause of poverty. Eliminating aid, she argues, 
is critical to economic health in ailing African 
states because:

  It distorts incentives among policymakers 
and society.
  Makes governments less accountable.
  Has led to civil wars, corruption, and 
an irresponsibility culminating in 
self-reinforcing poverty since 
independence from colonialism. 

If aid is the disease that causes endless bleeding, 
to stop the bleeding you simply need to stop aid. 
But how to do it? The Dead Aid solution is a fi ve-
year exit strategy based on incentivising poor 
countries to access fi nance on international 
markets, supported by microfi nance, trade/
foreign direct investment (FDI) and remittances. 

In the Dead Aid world there’s a stash of money 
out there on the international fi nancial markets 
just waiting to be tapped by any African country 
willing to invest in a credit rating. If African 
countries can enter these markets and borrow, 
it would provide the incentives to spark good 
governance, since the international markets 
would be more willing to ‘punish’ bad behaviour, 
compared to those that provide aid ad infi nitum. 
In other words, borrowing through international 
fi nancial markets is a sort of ‘self commitment 
mechanism’ to good governance, and with that 
comes better long-term prosperity. 

The trouble is that African governments 
have limited incentives to do this on their 
own, so they need to be compelled 
through Dambisa Moyo’s proposal of 
terminating aid completely within 
a fi ve year period.

This is either ingenious, naive, 
or downright reckless. I believe 
her proposal falls far short in 
four signifi cant areas. 

First, a general lack of 
analytical rigour means 
the argument often 
relies on evidence 
from single sources 
designed to prove 
that aid is bad. So, 
when Moyo says 
remittances are 
more effective 

than international aid, she ignores studies 
that show the opposite. 

Second, defi ning aid as the “sum total of 
concessional loans and grants,” excludes 
“emergency aid” such as help for Darfur or the 
Asian tsunami. There’s no distinction between 
budget support, infrastructure aid, person-
to-person aid, heath-related aid, exchange 
rate support, grants or concessional loans for 
discretionary spending. This is remarkable 
given the author’s acknowledgement of the 
effectiveness of the Marshall Plan which 
focused on infrastructure spend. 

Third, Dead Aid is characterised by 
inconsistent arguments. Insisting that the 
“Chinese are our friends” – with their renewed 
commitment to trade and FDI – appears 
odd against the ‘anti-dependency’ rhetoric. 
China does not only bring FDI to Africa but 
concessional loans and long-term dependency. 
Zambia’s external debt, for example, has 
now risen to about $2bn, a signifi cant part of 
that through new agreements with Chinese 
government and businesses. If dependency 
leads to ineffective governments with poor 
incentives, won’t China’s closeness to African 
governments have as negative an impact as 
she claims aid does? 

Four, Dambisa Moyo’s radical solutions 
are ineffective. What would be the impact 
of turning off the aid tap? And would 
developing nations really be able to borrow 
on international markets?

For countries with 20-50% of their national 
budgets supported by donor partners, the 
adjustment would be politically impossible 
within fi ve years. Failure to implement budgets 
would weaken infrastructures and render 
states ungovernable while locally targeted 
aid – directed by aid organisations divorced 
from budget support – would dwindle, possibly 
leading to multiple failed states. For some 
countries, turning off the aid tap would lead 
straight to chaos .

At the same time, dwindling international 
capacity following the global credit crunch 

suggests no immediate prospect of 
accessible markets with signifi cant 
cash to spread around. Even if African 
governments had strong incentives 
to enter such arrangements and 
with good initial credit ratings 
(highly unlikely) the process would 
be lengthy and uncertain.

So Dead Aid falls short of its promise 
because aid remains critically 
important for many developing 
countries. The challenge is how 
to make it smarter, better and 
ultimately benefi cial to the poor. 

Chola Mukanga blogs at 
www.zambian-economist.com

DEAD WRONG
Dambisa Moyo’s book Dead Aid sent ripples in development 
circles when she argued that offi cial aid was bad for Africa. 
Fellow Zambian economist Chola Mukanga is not convinced.

Dambisa Moyo

SMART AID

change, a globalised fi nancial 
marketplace in chaos, and so 
on – they do so with populations 
that have limited access to 
education, water, communications 
technologies, or even basic 
healthcare.

The international community 
must also rise to the challenge. 
In our outdated international 
system, there is little justice, 
transparency, or accountability in 
the structure of the UN Security 
Council, the IMF, or the World Bank. 
The same goes for the imposition of 
terms of trade; the mitigation of the 
consequences of climate change; 
or even in tackling corruption. 
As African leaders are taking their 
responsibilities more seriously, the 
international community must do 
likewise. Just as corruption isn’t the 
whole story, neither is the conduct 
of African presidents the only 
barrier to Africa’s development. 

Mo Ibrahim is founder of 
the Mo Ibrahim Foundation 
www.moibrahimfoundation.org
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“

Behind the half-built school 
there is a new offi ce for the 
local chief. It is missing a roof 

and its unfi nished walls look like a 
row of broken teeth. Just beyond is 
the site where a cattle dip should 
be. “As you can see,” says Nyakoni 
Onyango, from the National 
Taxpayers Association, waving 
his arms over a bare fi eld, “there is 
nothing here, even though 150,000 
shillings were released to build 
the cattle dip. This is what we call 
a ghost project.” He suspects the 
money has been embezzled.

A few hundred yards further on 
there is also an incomplete health 
centre through whose doors not a 
single patient has passed. 

Between them, these buildings 
in Eldoret in Kenya’s Rift Valley 
province provide physical evidence 
of corruption, mismanagement 
and incompetence, and they tell a 
story that can be told across much 
of Kenya. All of them have been 
funded by the Kenyan taxpayer.

Properly used, these government 
funds bring signifi cant benefi ts 
to local communities – modern 
clinics and classrooms, new 
infrastructure, better service 
delivery. But a signifi cant portion is 
misused or embezzled.

Thanks to research by Nyakoni and 
his colleagues, Kenyan citizens are 
now getting a clear idea of precisely 
how these funds, and their taxes, 

are being spent. Set up in 2006 by 
the Centre for Governance and 
Development (CGD), the National 
Taxpayers Association (NTA) 
began scrutinising how taxes are 
used. “While the government was 
extremely effi cient at collecting 
taxes, nobody was speaking up 
for the taxpayer,” explains CGD 
executive director Kennedy Masime. 

Researching such a complex 
subject takes time and money, and 
the Department for International 
Development (DFID) is one of 
several countries committed to 
providing long-term support. 
“Since the NTA began its 
investigations, we have gained 
a much better understanding 
about the problems which need 
to be tackled if taxpayers’ money 
is not going to be wasted,” 
explains DFID programme offi cer, 
Muratha Kinuthia.

In 2008, Nyakoni visited every 
funded project in Eldoret. At each 
site, he talked to local residents, 
school management committees, 

councillors, construction workers 
– and ranked what he saw on a 
‘citizen’s report card.’ Seven other 
regional coordinators conducted 
similar research and by the end 
of the year NTA had produced 
citizen report cards on 39 projects 
bankrolled by the taxpayer. 

In every area some public 
money was mismanaged or 
stolen. “Some MPs use the funds 
as a campaigning tool,” explains 
Nyakoni, “and in two of the 
three Eldoret constituencies, 
MPs appointed relatives to chair 
the CDF committees and paid 
them salaries.” 

Encouragingly the public took 
note and Nyakoni believes that 
some MPs in the area lost their 
seats in 2007 as a result. “We want 
them to know that we’re watching 
what they do.” explains Michael 
Otieno Oloo, NTA’s national 
coordinator. NTA is currently 
expanding its operations, and 
the citizen report cards will be 
published on the internet. 

BLOWING WHISTLES
In Kenya, corruption suddenly fi nds 
itself in the glare of the public spotlight.

A boy selling newspapers 
on the streets of Harare. 
© Robin Hammond/Panos



ONLINE ACTIVISM

The Kenyan Media Analysis and Research 
Services (MARS) Group, led by former director 
of Transparency International Mwalimu Mati, 
used their fi rst UKaid grant from DFID to produce 
and post online a series of reports on major 
corruption scandals. 

To make the data even more accessible, MARS 
has been working with a local service provider to 
place net-connected computers in cybercafés, 
schools and other institutions.

“Most Kenyans still don’t have access to the 
internet, and the media will shy away from some 
of the big stories related to corruption,” explains 
Mwalimu Mati. “We needed to create a cadre of 
civil society activists to broaden the fi ght against 
corruption, because that’s been what’s missing.”

To achieve this, the MARS group, the National 
Youth Convention, the National Convention 
Executive Council and the Kenyan Network of 
Grassroots Organisations established the Partnership 
for Change which includes 2,000 community-
based organisations, clubs, church groups and 
trade unions, and thousands of youth activists. 
They provide the foot soldiers who take the 
anti-corruption campaign across the country. The 
struggle, says Mwalimu Mati, has only just begun.
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RAISED VOICES
Any country that values transparency and good 
governance, needs an independent media to keep 
it honest, argues Sarah Townsend.

Journalists are called prostitutes in my 
country,” says Machrine Birungi, former 
deputy editor of the Ugandan Radio Network. 

“They sell stories to as many different outlets as 
possible in order to survive.”

In Uganda, the typical fee per article is £2, 
but many journalists are paid as little as 50p. 
A reporter’s monthly salary is around £50, 
which barely leaves them enough to buy food.

The same problems face journalists elsewhere 
in Africa. Samba Yonga, editor of The Big Issue in 
Zambia, says the situation is tough. “It’s great to 
speak out about important issues but, ultimately, 
we have rent to pay and families to feed.” 

Salome Alweny, a reporter at Monitor 
Publications in Uganda, says most people 
working in media in the developing world are 
no older than 25 because the rest have left to do 
something lucrative. They are often replaced 
by untrained ‘quacks’ who know nothing about 
responsible reporting. 

“We have low standards of professionalism,” 
says Patrick K Wrokpoh, associate editor of The 
Inquirer newspaper in Liberia. “The people who 
fi ll these positions have little concept of the 
complexities of issues such as human rights and 
the environment, so cannot do them justice.” 

It’s a bleak picture, despite efforts to raise 
standards and status. In 2002, a UN report 
stated: “No reform can be as signifi cant for 
making democratic institutions work as building 

independent media that present accurate and 
unbiased information.”

The BBC brings a semblance of order with its 
World Service, attracting a weekly international 
audience of 180 million, while DFID has set 
up a Governance and Transparency Fund to 
encourage developing countries to allocate 
more money to the sector. “The advantages of 
a free media,” says a spokesman, “are to hold 
the government to account and allow people to 
make informed choices.”

So why aren’t conditions for journalists better? 
Amadou Mahtar Ba, director of Africa Media 
Initiative (AMI) which encourages investment in 
media, cites two reasons: “With the exceptions of 
South Africa, Nigeria and Kenya, most countries 
have narrow markets that cannot sustain a vibrant 
media industry. Secondly, the environment is still 
repressive. Despite many African governments 
endorsing freedom of expression and liberalisation 
of the press, there is often no legislation in place to 
refl ect these principles. The continent remains one 
of the most dangerous places in the world to work 
as a journalist.”

African governments no longer have offi cial 
control over content but journalists will rarely 
criticise them. Some 98% of radio stations 
are state-owned and there will always be 
problems with stories that contradict the 
government’s stance or include comment from 
rival politicians. “Media owners will not exactly 

censor it, but will change the angle or take the 
journalist off the story,” says Yonga. 

Other barriers are poor training institutions 
and a lack of practical support. “Students are not 
taught to challenge authority or think outside the 
box,” says Birungi. Organisations whose job it is to 
help improve working conditions are notoriously 
passive, and fi erce competition discourages 
journalists from campaigning together. 

However, there is some good news. Wambi 
Michael, head of news at Kampala Bureau for 
the Voice of Teso, Uganda, has collaborated with 
Ugandan charity Straight Talk Foundation on 
radio talk shows to educate teenagers on sexual 
health issues. And in the same country, Alweny 
received training from a charity, Panos London, 
to help her write about climate change. She feels 
journalism is a way of “mobilising the masses”.

Birungi’s Ugandan Radio Network produces 
agricultural programmes for coffee farmers. 
“Radio is the best way to communicate to people 
because illiteracy levels are so high.” Such 
programmes play a vital role. “Marginalised 
groups are not catered to by the national media 
and their voices are not heard.”

But if journalists and charities are working 
hard to raise awareness of poverty-stricken 
communities, media is not taken seriously by 
decision makers. Eric Chinje, a spokesman for 
the World Bank and vice-chair of the AMI, says: 
“Politicians and aid workers do not recognise 
media as being part of government policy, and 
that needs to be addressed.”

All the more so because, as Alweny says, 
“The stronger our media, the clearer the picture 
spread around the world.” 

This article was longlisted for the Guardian’s 
International Development Journalism 
Competition 2009 of which DFID is a co-sponsor. 
Read it in full at www.guardian.co.uk/
journalismcompetition/buried-voices

“

When incomplete projects like this one 
are brought to light, there is less chance 
of them happening again.

SMART AID
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Build capacity
For some time, DFID had been urging the 
President of Ghana to consider abolishing user 
fees for pregnant mothers going in to hospital 
to have their babies, and – when the country 
made that decision – it agreed fi nancial support. 
The Department for International Development 
(DFID) has systems to track that the money we 
provide is really going where it is supposed to, in 
this case, into the hospitals of Ghana.

“But when I found myself sitting on a bench 
talking to women in an obstetrics clinic in 
Ghana who were getting the direct benefi t from 
the abolition of fees,” says Secretary of State for 
International Development Douglas Alexander, 
“I could then see and hear for myself the 
difference aid is making.”

“These women told me in unequivocal terms 
that this was the fi rst time they’d ever been in a 
hospital, that they could never have considered 
coming before as they couldn’t afford to. 
As a direct result of aid to Ghana, those fees 
have been abolished and there is now greater 
progress being made in infant and maternal 
mortality – two indicators which have been 
lagging for years, despite progress the country 
has made.

“It is really vital that we build 
up the capacity of countries like 
Ghana. With new resources in oil 
and gas coming on stream in the 
years ahead, they need to develop a 
healthcare system to look after their 
own population – a healthcare system 
which is sustainable, effective and led 
by people in Ghana. This is smart aid 
which helps people in Ghana take control 
of their own lives.” 

Douglas Alexander is Secretary of State 
for International Development

BEST BUYS
When aid works, it makes all kinds of sense – 
it’s an investment in transformed futures. 
Paul Northup asked development specialists 
for stories of aid that really make a difference.

Stay with it
CAFOD has partnered for eight years with 
CIPCA, an NGO working to improve the welfare 
of rural communities in Bolivia. With their help, 
the 18,000 strong indigenous Aymara farming 
communities in the Bolivian highlands – 
who draw their main income from breeding 
cattle, sheep, llamas, pigs and horses – have 
been supported to form organisations to 
represent themselves. 

These farmer organisations have now 
convinced their local governments to adopt 
universal animal health policies – which means, 
over the next fi ve years, 600,000 animals 
are expected to be treated regularly against 
parasites, mad cow disease and other illnesses, 
with only minimal support from CAFOD.

“We often talk about improving the 
organisational capacities of communities, 
because eventually this will make them better 
able to take advantage of the opportunities 
afforded to them by local governments,” says 
Karen Luyckx. “But this is often diffi cult to 
measure.” In this case, she concludes, modest 
investment has yielded signifi cant results. 
“The lesson is that you will be better to spend 
small amounts of money over 10 years than 
spending big bang money in two years.” 

Karen Luyckx is CAFOD’s 
programme offi cer 
for Bolivia
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SMART AID

Following this visit, the German government 
decided to give €2m a year. “They might have 
made [the decision] anyway,” admits Max 
Lawson, but it was “made much quicker and 
for a greater amount as a result of Oxfam’s 
lobbying. Convincing them that civil society was 
alive and well in Malawi and that the Malawi 
government is committed to delivering the vast 
proportion of healthcare itself – and not to a 
form of semi-privatisation, whereby NGOs end 
up doing everything – was key to the German 
government releasing funding.” 

Max Lawson is Oxfam’s senior policy adviser, 
development investment

Be persistent
For the last nine years Save the Children 
has been working on a project in the Mekon 
(a region including Cambodia, China, Laos, 
Burma, Thailand and Vietnam) to improve child 
protection in a context of widespread people 
traffi cking and mass migration. 

Working across a multiplicity of countries and 
cultures takes time and patience. But adopting 
the long-term approach has enabled Save the 
Children to build a multi-country project: 
developing systems at family, community and 
government levels to understand and respond 
to traffi cking and migration; and engaging civil 
society and building knowledge and capacity so 
that communities in the region can ultimately 

Raise questions
World Vision’s new Citizen’s Voice and Action 
(CV&A) programme is equipping citizens and 
communities in developing countries like 
Uganda, Kenya and Armenia with the tools to 
engage with local service providers – so that 
they can secure the entitlements due to them. 

Twenty-six school children from the 
isolated Vardananq neighbourhood in a rural 
community in southern Armenia had to 
walk three to four km to school every day. 
Their journey was dangerous as well as long, 
especially in winter. Through CV&A focus group 
discussions, the people of Vardananq discovered 
that the school had the right to control the 
funding coming to it from the state budget to 
provide transport to school. Now, thanks to 
this public demand, the local municipality has 
assumed its responsibility for funding school 
transport, starting from this academic year. 

 “Effective aid recognises the importance of 
human capital,” says World Vision’s Besanati 
Mpepop. “It also targets marginalised groups 
(women, children, those with disabilities) 
because they have key capacities too, but are 
often left out.” Aid like this is sustainable, she 
says, “because even if a donor were to leave, the 
communities are equipped to keep on demanding 
that the authorities deliver what is due to them. 
We want citizens to hold their governments to 
account more and more, because governments 
will do more if they know they are being watched 
and held to account, domestically.” 

Besinati Mpepo is World Vision UK’s 
senior economic policy adviser

Involve civil society
Oxfam believes governments in developing 
countries, not NGOs, should provide services 
such as healthcare to their citizens. 
This means donors providing direct 
budget support to ministries of 
health and trusting them to spend 
it effectively. In Malawi, Oxfam works 
as part of a steering group promoting 
the kind of aid that will see increased 
salaries for health workers and 
more investment in health systems 
in the country.

Oxfam learned that the German 
government, who were thinking about making 
a three-year commitment, were hesitating 
because of worries over perceived corruption 
and accountability in the region. So, Oxfam 
arranged for some of its partners and staff and 
the chair of the Malawi Nurses’ Association 
to meet German parliamentarians to reassure 
them that civil society in Malawi was doing a 
good job in keeping the government up to the 
mark, that German taxpayers’ money should 
be invested in the health of Malawi.

MAKE YOUR PROMISE
If everyone does their bit, we can achieve the goal 
of ending global poverty.

It’s up to all of us. In our interdependent world, 
we all have a part to play to make this world a better 
place for everyone – rich and poor.

Are you prepared to:

  Shop ethically? 

  Support campaigns for a fairer world? 

  Give money to organisations fi ghting poverty? 

  Inspire others to take action? 

  Reduce your carbon footprint?

 Or something else? 

Stake a claim in making the world 
a better place.

MAKE YOUR PLEDGE HERE 

Join us now and make your promise.
www.dfi d.gov.uk/makeyourpromise

take on the work themselves. Across the Mekon, 
community-based mechanisms for child 
protection have been established at 150 sites – 
linked both within countries and across borders. 

Sarah Lilly says: “Persistence over the years 
has paid off. Constantly being the voice 
at regional meetings allows you 
to build strong enough 
relationships. And 
longer-term 
funding 
really allows 
you to get to 
the level of 
understanding 
that you need 
to develop 
sustainable 
solutions.” This has 
borne fruit as, for example, 17,000 vulnerable 
children have been given access to support 
services during 2006-2009 – 200% more than 
the original target. 

Sarah Lilly is the Save the Children UK’s 
child protection, learning and impact 
assessment adviser

Go global
The Fairtrade Foundation works on the basis 
that aid is not just about being charitable, but 
about injecting fairness into the system; giving 
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But fi rst capacity had to 
be increased and awareness 

built. Plan adopted a range of creative 
solutions, such as helping empower Cambodian 
midwives to inform central authorities of births 
as they happened. In Uganda, Plan encouraged 
children to make radio programmes about birth 
certifi cation. And in Tanzania, where village 
heads already hold a ‘record’ of the village, there’s 
a pilot scheme to optically scan these registers.

“Working with systems that are already in 
place,” says Nadya Kassam, “is much more 
effi cient than training new experts. We try to 
use people who are in the community and who 
will stay there. The other thing is to work with 
children and families to raise awareness. If 
children don’t know how important this piece 
of paper is going to be, they can’t ask for it or 
prioritise it to make sure they get one.” 

Nadya Kassam is Plan’s head of global advocacy

Amplify the voiceless
For Christian Aid, aid effectiveness is about making 
sure its investment achieves full transformational 
potential and is ultimately sustainable. 

In 2005, together with its Indian partner, 
Ekta Parishad (an organisation working with 
tribal people), Christian Aid began work on 
the issue of land rights. In 2007, this resulted 
in 25,000 – mainly landless tribal people and 
Dalits (formerly known as ‘untouchables’) – 
marching 350km to Delhi to demand that a land 
commission be set up to address their rights. 

This required incredible organisation, with 
people planning at a village level for many 
months, putting a cup full of rice aside for weeks 
to sustain them on their march. It represented an 
immense sacrifi ce on the part of people who had 
very little. The publicity it generated meant they 
could not be ignored and, as they arrived in Delhi, 
the government announced it was setting up a 

interest was causing the problem. 
So Muslim Aid tried offering capital to 
the poor without charging any interest – 
an approach which has proved very 
successful, ending the poverty of more 
than 1,000 people already. 

For example, Monowara Begum was living in 
a rural village with her unemployed husband 
and her children and earning less then 50p a 
day. She came to Muslim Aid and was provided 
with just 30,000 Bangladeshi taka (about 
£10). With this loan and attendant support, 
Monowara bought a handloom and started a 
business. Two years later, she has four powered 
looms, 13 handlooms, employs 20 other people 
and earns a profi t of 30-40,000 taka.

“Our small help has not only eliminated 
Monowara’s poverty but it has helped eliminate 
the poverty of 20 other people from her village,” 
Hamid Azad says. “People have enormous 
potential, and if you give a little help to them 
to unleash this potential, they don’t just 
survive but they can sustain and help others 
to develop too.” 

Hamid Azad is Muslim Aid’s 
acting chief executive

Work the system 
Close to 51 million births a year go unregistered, 
and the effect of not having a birth certifi cate on 
the individuals concerned can be huge. Without 
a formal identity, people can be forced to work in 
the ‘informal’ economy, be driven to crime, and 
be vulnerable to traffi cking and exploitation. 

Plan started a campaign for universal birth 
certifi cation in 2005, so that children’s home states 
would then be obliged to take responsibility for 
their health, welfare and development. As a result, 
tens of millions of children have been registered – 
12 million in Cambodia alone – at a cost just a few 
pence per certifi cate.

small-scale producers in developing countries 
the chance to fl ourish year-on-year. Fairtrade is 
a citizen’s movement, linking producers in the 
southern hemisphere with consumers in the 
north. It’s not just about fi nancial interaction but 
about creating feelings of solidarity, a sense of 
being part of a global movement.

This was highlighted recently in the story of 
Zaytoun achieving fairtrade status for its olive 
oil exports from the Palestinian territories. The 
Palestinian producers simply could not compete 
because the barriers to export were too great, so 
their production costs were too high. It needed a 
fairtrade push in order to create the opportunity 
for them to be able to gain entry into the 
fairtrade system; for producers to export their 
goods, be paid a decent price, reinvest the 
premium earned, and so play their part in 
building the economy of their state. 

“In Palestine we have created a situation where 
olive farmers are able to reinvest in very diffi cult 
circumstances, where normal aid fl ows cannot 
be effective,” says Toby Quantrill. “Their olive 
oil is now on the shelves of Sainsbury’s. Without 
a viable economy, they will never have a viable 
state. So, in this respect, fairtrade has much 
wider repercussions.” 

Toby Quantrill is the Fairtrade Foundation’s 
head of public policy

Go micro
For Muslim Aid, the key to aid effectiveness 

lies in addressing and eliminating the root 
causes of a problem, rather than just giving 
money or temporary help. 

In Bangladesh, where microcredit programmes 
fi rst gained international credibility, Muslim Aid 
saw that, despite the long track record of such 
schemes, they were not ultimately alleviating 
poverty. A research programme discovered that 
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POSITIVE STEERING
Since a declaration in Paris in 2005 and a 
major agreement in Accra last year, the 
relationship between those who provide 
aid and those who receive it has started to 
change. It’s all part of a process to make 
every pound or dollar of global aid deliver 
the maximum benefi t for poor people. 
Martin Leach in Rwanda says the early 
signs are promising.

Let’s have the score for the UK 
then… “12 out of a maximum 
18.” That may be better than 

“Nul points”, but it still sounds bad. 
Yet, it’s the best in the entire group. 
This was the session at the Rwanda 
development partners forum held 
in March, where the Rwandan 
government and the donors 
got together to review progress 
against a range of targets on 
aid effectiveness. 

The government team displayed 
the performance of all the partners, 
showing whether they had stuck 
to their commitments on each of 
18 indicators – like giving all the 
money they had committed at the 
start of the year, ensuring that 
aid was recorded in the national 
budget, and doing joint analysis 
to cut down unnecessary work 
for busy staff. 

Since the Paris Declaration on 
Aid Effectiveness in 2005, and last 
year’s Accra Agenda for Action, 
there has been real, tangible 
progress on making the aid system 
work much better in Rwanda. 
Most programmes funded by the 
Department for International 
Development (DFID) operate jointly 
with a group of other donors, 
where possible, using Rwandan 
government procurement systems 
and a single reporting mechanism. 
For example, in our support to 
education, we operate a ‘basket 
fund’ (a joint-funding programme) 
on behalf of other donors, and in 
our good governance programme 
we work jointly with UNDP, who 

administer DFID’s funds which 
support a range of agencies. 
On broader issues, such as the 
composition of the national budget, 
instead of having lots of one-to-one 
sessions, using up the valuable 
time of government ministers, 
we have a single coordinated 
discussion. 

Does all this benefi t the Rwandan 
people? The short answer is, ‘yes’. 
Streamlining the aid process, 
reducing the money and time spent 
on administration, and having a 
more open and equal relationship 
between all the players, has 
ensured that the needs of the 
country are both better understood 
and given the right priorities. 
For example, in our land tenure 
regularisation programme, where 
DFID is supporting the government 
to formalise title to 7.9m land 
holdings, we will put money into a 
multi-donor basket fund, and work 
with the World Bank to make sure 
Rwandan land owners benefi t.

The atmosphere and attitudes 
between those who provide aid and 
those who receive it are shifting in 
the right direction. It’s not a cosy, 
non-critical relationship, but one 
where all parties can say what 
they want, and get results for poor 
people. And, ultimately, that’s what 
we’re here for. 

Martin Leach is head of 
DFID’s Africa confl ict and 
humanitarian unit. 
Read Martin’s blog at: 
http://blogs.dfi d.gov.uk

SMART AID

national land reform commission to look into the 
grievances of the marchers. It has led to a release 
of hundreds of thousands of acres of land into the 
hands of previously landless people.

“The fact that every marcher carried a written 
grievance meant that 25,000 people could speak 
to the issues,” says Paul Valentin. “People have 
claimed their rights through an action that 
involved their own efforts and limited external 
input from Christian Aid.” In addition, he says, 
“these people have gained in confi dence and 
understanding and are now often engaged with 
local authorities about water, roads, budget 
allocations and so on.” Christian Aid spent less 
than £100,000 on a project that has resulted in a 
transformative result, the effective of which will 
be felt for years, even generations. 

Paul Valentin is Christian Aid’s 
international director

Go local
Living with HIV in Somaliland is tough. Gossip 
and name-calling, being shunned by your 
family, ostracised by your community or thrown 
out of your home are all common reactions, 
particularly for women.

That’s why Progressio placed a development 
worker with Talowadag – a network of women’s 
organisations providing care and support 
to people living with HIV. Mary Chigumira 
oversaw the implementation of support 
groups and home-based care. She also helped 
Talowadag engage with religious leaders, 
running workshops and supporting a group of 
sheiks who travel around the country in buses 
with loudspeakers, promoting compassion and 
speaking out against discrimination. In the fi rst 
quarter of 2009, Talowadag trained 30 religious 
and community leaders on stigma reduction 
strategies. Using local groups and respected 
community leaders, this has a potential positive 
effect for tens of thousands of people. 

“We believe that imposed solutions, however 
well meaning, are not the answer to improving 
the lives of poor and marginalised people,” 
Dr Adan Abokor says. “That’s why we don’t 
simply give money – we work through skilled 
people partnered with grassroots 
organisations to pass on their expertise, 
ensuring poor people have the power to 
address their own problems.” 

Dr Adan Abokor is Progressio’s 
Somaliland country 
director
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When life’s a minefi eld
There are millions of mines and munitions buried 
worldwide – a lethal risk to people’s health 
and livelihoods. In the wake of the 
Sri Lanka confl ict, Kate Wiggans 
reports on the work of the Mines 
Advisory Group (MAG).

In late 2005 12-year-old Kokulan was playing 
with his sister and a friend in Pulipanjakal, 
a village in eastern Sri Lanka. With the 

curiosity typical of young boys he saw 
something buried in the ground and picked it 
up. In his hands was a deadly P-4 landmine.

A few seconds later it exploded, taking 
Kokulan’s hand with it. His eight-year-old sister 
Puvitha lost an eye in the explosion, and their 
friend Nevetha, also eight, is now blind.

Landmines and explosives remain hidden long 
after the confl icts have ended. It is believed that 
at least one million landmines have been laid 
in Sri Lanka alone during the 27-year-long civil 
war. It took just one of them to do a lifetime of 
damage to Kokulan and his friends.

This situation is repeated worldwide. 
No one knows exactly how many are left buried in 
former confl ict zones, but experts number them 
in millions. In the late 1990s, 122 countries signed 
the Mine Ban Treaty banning the manufacture 
and use of anti-personnel landmines. Today, 156 

countries have ratifi ed the treaty but 
their use has not stopped.

Kokulan’s story is just one that Manchester-
based humanitarian landmine clearance 
charity Mines Advisory Group (MAG) came 
across in its work clearing landmines and 
explosive remnants of confl ict throughout 
the world. In 2007 at least 1,400 people were 
killed and 3,939 injured by landmines and 
other explosive remnants of confl ict (such as 
mortars and grenades) – the overwhelming 
majority of these were civilians.

No-one will probably ever fully know how 
many mines were laid during the long confl ict 
in Sri Lanka. “The trouble is there is no way 
of knowing the full extent of the problem,” 
reported Phil Halford, MAG’s technical adviser, 
recently returned from the area.

“In defence of their positions the LTTE 
(Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam) carried 
out ‘nuisance mining’,” he explained, “which 
means they used no pattern when laying 

LANDMINES IN SRI LANKA & ANGOLA

SRI LANKA 

POPULATION 19.4 million
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY 75 years 
AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME $4,581

Over the last fi ve years, the UK has provided 
£41m for development assistance and confl ict 
prevention projects in Sri Lanka. In the past 
year £12.5m in humanitarian assistance has 
been channelled through the UN, Red Cross 
and other agencies. 

Find out more at www.dfi d.gov.uk/srilanka

ANGOLA

SRI LANKA

ANGOLA

POPULATION 17 million
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY 42 years
AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME $4,400

After a long civil war, Angola must rebuild its 
economy, society and infrastructure. It has the 
potential to  be a thriving economy in western 
Africa – with the third largest GDP in the region, 
it could become an economic hub in western 
Africa. In 2007/8 the UK provided £4.75m to 
support reconstruction and reduce poverty.  

Find out more at www.dfi d.gov.uk/angola
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mines, so they infl icted the maximum amount 
of terror as nobody ever knew if the land they 
were treading on was safe or not”. 

A local rice mill owner Mr Soosai Marathin, 60, 
had to fl ee Marathanmadhu village in Mannar 
almost two years ago as fi ghting between the 
LTTE and the Sri Lankan army intensifi ed. In 
April, he returned to his village with MAG’s 
teams to show them the areas he believed had 
been mined. MAG – with support from the 
Department for International Development 
(DFID) – has recently upscaled operations in 
the Vavuniya and Mannar regions of Sri Lanka, 
employing teams of experts to conduct careful 
surveys of huge areas of land. 

If a dangerous area is found, it is marked out of 
bounds. Any safe land is immediately declared, 
and returned to the local authorities. Using this 
survey, MAG removes the unknown nature of 
the threat, and the terror that goes with it. 

Just over a week after the visit to 
Marathanmadhu MAG had determined that, 
despite Mr Marathin’s fears, contamination in 
his village was actually very low. So on 9 June 
2009, 70 families, including Mr Marathin’s, 
returned to the village.

Hundreds of thousands of Sri Lankans have 
not been as lucky, and remain in displacement 
camps. Demining remains one of the obstacles 
to a safe return home.

Now in its 20th year, MAG was one of the original 
members of the Nobel peace prize-winning 
International Campaign to Ban Landmines, which 
lobbied for the Mine Ban Treaty to be written and 
ratifi ed. Its experienced teams know communities 
that survive war will take risks in order to develop 
and rebuild their disrupted lives. 

Alfredo Ramos Shimishi from Angola is 
testament to this. Although confl ict ended in 
2002, up to 2.4 million Angolans remain affected 
by land contaminated by landmines or other 
explosive remnants. In 1986 the then 43-year-
old teacher had been collecting fi rewood close 
to his village near Luena, when, walking back 
through the bush, he stepped on a landmine. 
First, he lost his right leg. Then he lost his job.

Alfredo’s story illustrates the shadow 
of dread cast by landmines. Because 
he had been injured his wife and eldest 

son Antonio had to help collect charcoal to 
sell at the market for their survival. In 2004, 
as they walked through the bush, heavily laden 
Antonio, then 14, stopped to rest, and he too 
triggered a landmine. He also lost his leg, and 
his mother’s sight was irreversibly damaged.

Despite this, Alfredo continues to collect 
charcoal from the bush to support his family. 
“I have no choice but to go and grow food and 
make the charcoal, but I am very afraid,” he 
said. “I found mines right where I was working. 
When that happened, I was so afraid I even 
started to cry. I thought I was going to die. I had 
to stop working for two weeks. I reported the 
mines to MAG and they came to check the area 
where I work. They found three landmines and 
a grenade. It was only after MAG came to me 
and told me that my plot of land was safe that I 
could go back there.” 

The work of clearance charities like 
MAG is therefore critical not just to safety, 
but also to people’s economic and social 
development. In recognition of this, MAG has 
received more than £18m in funding from 
the Confl ict, Humanitarian and Security 
Department (CHASE) at DFID for emergency and 
development assistance in 11 countries affected 
by confl ict. 

In June of this year alone, MAG cleared almost 
214,000 square metres of land in Angola, but 
the sheer numbers of returnees to the country 
makes it hard for the painstaking process of 
clearance to keep up (see An Accident Waiting 
to Happen on page 29). More than half a million 
Angolans returned to their country in the last 
nine years. Anxious to restart their lives, they 
have begun building on contaminated land.

Under these circumstances education and 
local community liaison are crucial to reduce 
the risk. MAG’s community liaison teams are 
made up of trained local people, and are the 
fi rst into suspected contaminated areas. They 
fi nd out where and why people put themselves 

IN 2007

1,400
WERE KILLED &

3,939 INJURED. 
MOST WERE CIVILIANS.

LANDMINES IN SRI LANKA & ANGOLA

Kokulan, his sister and their friend. 
© Sean Sutton/MAG
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at risk, and their reports form the basis of 
technical clearance operations that follow. 
This way, areas that pose the most risk are 
cleared fi rst.

“One thing we can be sure of at MAG is that 
without removing the threat of landmines or 
other deadly remnants of war – whether that 
threat is real, or perceived – communities cannot 
properly develop,” said MAG’s chief executive 
Lou McGrath. “Our operations are essential to 
communities’ long-term development, but they 
are vital in the short term too. For example, just 
after confl ict ended in Gaza in January, MAG was 
approached for details of contamination in the 
region by Save the Children, UNICEF and Oxfam, 
among other NGOs. [Without this] they could 
not get in safely to do their work.”

For millions, surviving war is followed by 
another struggle – surviving peace. As a result, 
international demining organisations constantly 
strive for more effi cient ways of reducing 
the threat, incorporating satellite imaging 
technologies to examine contamination levels. 
This hi-tech approach is combined with speaking 
and listening to the people living on the land.

The MAG team are optimistic that this struggle 
can be overcome, community by community, 
metre by metre. 

Stories like those of Mr Marathin in Sri Lanka 
are the reason. “It was very important for MAG 
to do the survey and I am grateful, as people 
are afraid of mines and need to know if their 
villages are safe. I am very happy to be back 
here with my old neighbours,” he said. 

Find out more at
www.maginternational.org

“An accident waiting to happen”
Belita Cahilo, 50, is the soba, or chief, of nearly 6,000 people 
in the village of Luanga, eastern Angola. 

The people who lived here before the war have had children. These children had grown 
up and had their own children. There are many more people returning here than had left 
and many other displaced people coming to live in Luanga as well. There is a great need 
for land to develop housing for all the returnees. When people started coming back a 
few years ago there were accidents and one person was even killed, so we knew the area 
was mined.

There are still people arriving, occupying the land, asking me for plots, but the land 
that MAG cleared a few years ago is already full. People are starting to push into land that 
was not cleared. They are starting to build houses, looking for fi rewood or making small 
gardens to grow vegetables, because there is no place left in the village. And they are 
fi nding mines too. Those people know that the area is not safe, but they are living and 
walking in a minefi eld anyway. We need more land to be cleared before an 
accident happens.

Belita Cahilo was speaking to JB Russell

Alfredo and Antonio Shimishi. 
© JB Russell/MAG
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Television is lagging a long way behind its 
audiences. The UK has an increasingly 
ethnically diverse population, and 

people travel abroad for work, leisure and 
gap years. We consume music, food, clothes 
and media from around the world, and 
have interests and hobbies which connect 
us to a range of different places. Yet what 
we see on television doesn’t refl ect this. 

This was the conclusion of a recent piece of 
research, The World in Focus. The study asked 
how TV, as people’s main source of information 
about the wider world, portrays developing 
countries and show these interconnections. 
Are we being given enough or the right 
information and impressions of the rest 
of the world and our place in it? 

Commissioned by the CBA–DFID Broadcast 
Media Scheme and the International 
Broadcasting Trust, The World in Focus 
found that coverage of the wider world – 
in both news and most other genres – does 
not refl ect our range of connections with 
other parts of the world and our curiosity 
about how people in other countries lead 
their lives. 

NEWS COVERAGE IS LIMITED
For example, ‘international’ television news 
focuses on a very limited number of stories 
and countries – just three countries (USA, 
Australia and Israel) accounted for over half 
of all international news – and the USA 
dominates the international agenda. By 
contrast, developments in Iraq, Sri Lanka, 
Latin America and the Caribbean received 
relatively little coverage, as did various ‘good 
news’ stories about parts of the world which 
are usually only reported during a crisis 
(Somalia, Darfur and Southern Sudan). 
During the two week sample period there was 
only one news item which could be considered 
about ‘development’ across all 30 television, 
radio and online bulletins in the study. This 
was a story on Al Jazeera English about the 
successful attempts of the new mayor of Lagos, 
Nigeria, to tackle corruption.

Developing countries are still treated 
differently than more developed ones. 
News reports about developing countries 
are more likely to include the voices of 
people outside the country, less likely to 

have a reporter on location and signifi cantly 
more likely to be covered as one-off features.

The issue-focused, one-off nature of coverage 
of developing countries was found to be a major 
infl uence in dictating people’s stereotypical 
views about them. One participant in the series 
of focus groups that the study was based on 
described the developing world as “malnutrition 
and pot-bellied young children desperate for 
help with fl ies on their faces”. This was not an 
unusual opinion. 

PEOPLE AVOID DOCUMENTARIES
Although documentaries and current affairs 
strands are highly valued and respected by 
audiences, most people avoid them. As one 
participant said, “Sure I want to learn and have 
an understanding of the world but I’m not 
sitting there to be educated or learning to pass 
an exam. I’ve got to be entertained as well.” 

Many audiences were put off from watching 
factual programmes trailed as being about 
developing countries because it was felt to be 
“worthy” and “diffi cult viewing”. Programmes 
were much more appealing if they highlighted 
potential connections to audiences’ own lives.

In the research process, many participants 
discovered that there are programmes about 
the developing countries which did interest 
them, but that they do not fi nd out about them 
due to lack of promotion or because they are 
relegated to the margins of the schedule. 

MOVIES & NOVELS 
CHANGE PERCEPTIONS
However, what did change audiences’ 
perceptions of developing countries, were 
feature fi lms and literary fi ction like Blood 
Diamond, Slumdog Millionaire, The Kite 
Runner and A Thousand Splendid Suns. 

“I read the book A Thousand Splendid 
Suns which really made me engage with 
Afghanistan,” said one participant. “After that, 
every time I heard about Afghanistan on the TV, 
I listened and looked. I suddenly started to think 
about these people as people. Before it was way 
over my head and I wasn’t really interested.” 

TV DRAMAS LACK AMBITION
Unfortunately, television dramas have failed to 
achieve the same kind of impact. Programmes, 
such as, The No.1 Ladies’ Detective Agency 

(BBC1) and Wild at Heart (ITV1) are interpreted 
as “soft” feel-good Sunday dramas where the 
“exotic” location might add colour to the story, 
but not in a way which challenges stereotypes 
about developing countries. Most people felt 
there has been a distinct lack of ambition from 
broadcasters in searching out ideas for dramas 
set in developing countries.

REALITY & TRAVEL 
GET THE PLAUDITS
Almost everyone expressed a strong desire 
to see more coverage of stories which lay 
somewhere in between “squalor and safari”, 
stories which they described as “real life”, 
“normal” and “everyday lives”. Two genres in 
particular were found to offer this: reality 
TV formats and travel documentaries. 

Travel documentaries such as Tribe (BBC2), 
Long Way Down (BBC2) and Ross Kemp in 
Afghanistan (Sky1) offer audiences a different 
view of countries and often produce greater 
empathy and deeper cultural understanding. 
“It’s better when you see a presenter actually 
go in and live within the surroundings even 
if it is just for a few weeks, rather than a 
documentary where they are just showing 
you the facts,” one participant said. “It’s diffi cult 
to get emotion until you see someone live with 
a family.”

For some people, reality TV formats set in 
developing countries offer an entertaining way 
of understanding everyday life, and also of 
making connections with their own lives. The 
same participants found other entertainment 
formats could use a developing world setting 
to “take them to places” which they might not 
otherwise go to. As one participant commented: 
“Top Gear is a programme about cars, but they 
went up and down Vietnam. That way I’m 
getting the main programme but I’m getting 
the bit on the side as well. If they were coming 
at you with the information it would probably 
overpower you and you’d turn off.” 

Martin Scott is a lecturer in media and 
international development in the department 
of International Development at the University 
of East Anglia, and author of The World 
in Focus. Copies of the report are available 
online at www.ibt.org.uk and 
www.cba.org.uk/CBA-DFID/index.php

tv turn-off?
Does TV coverage of developing countries and the people 
who live there refl ect our interconnected, widely-travelled, 
ethnically diverse population? Martin Scott investigates.
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On the shores of Lake Bogoria in northern 
Kenya, six aspiring young fi lm-makers 
have been learning how to shoot and 

edit footage on environmental topics. These 
range from the illegal poaching of endangered 
wildlife for export, to land erosion due to the 
disastrous drought now affecting their country.

It’s part of a project being led by Dr David 
Harper, senior lecturer in Leicester University’s 
biology department, together with renowned 
television producer Richard Brock, who made 
the BBC wildlife series Life on Earth and 
has worked with Sir David Attenborough on 
many others since. The idea is to train young 
environmental and biological science graduates 
from Kenya and Tanzania in the directing and 
camera skills required to make short natural 
history fi lms that will be used in conservation 
education in local schools and villages.

Funded by a Darwin Initiative grant from 

Young Kenyan and 
Tanzanian fi lm-makers 
are learning to make 
challenging movies for 
local audiences and shift 
their attitudes towards 
the environment. 
Report by Louise Tickle.

MEDIA TRAINING IN KENYA & TANZANIA
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50 minutes is too long for 
children and communities. 
Our fi lms are 3-12 minutes.

the UK Department for the Environment, Food 
and Rural Affairs, the fact that these fi lms are 
conceived, produced, directed, shot and edited 
by local graduates rather than by foreign fi lm-
makers will be crucial to their effectiveness in 
getting their environmental message across, 
says David Harper.

Wildlife documentaries made for northern 
audiences by western TV companies don’t 
deal with the dilemmas faced by village 
communities in Africa as they interact with 
their surrounding environment in what is often 
a daily struggle to survive, he explains. “Our 
fi lms, made for local audiences, have people in 
them that pupils can recognise and relate to. 
It means that an empathy is instantly created.”

Jackson Kipkoech Komen, 28, is the 
education offi cer for Lake Bogoria National 
Reserve and is also being trained on 

the project. He says he has already noticed 
a difference in audiences’ response. 

“As an environmental education and 
community liaison offi cer, one of the methods of 
teaching we use is through awareness creation. 
However, we used fi lms from other geographical 
areas which were sometimes irrelevant. When 
I used to show fi lms made in other areas, people 
were never serious in watching,” he explains. 
“They took everything to be unreal and 

thought that it was just television work. Since 
I have made my own fi lms and shown them, 
communities appreciate [the issues] because 
they saw themselves, saw an environment 
they recognised and respected the opinions 
in the fi lms.”

Richard Brock, who is a trustee of the Elsamere 
Education Centre on the shores of Lake Bogoria 
where the workshops take place, notes that if 
a conservation offi cer in Kenya or Tanzania 
currently wants to use the immediacy of fi lm 
to illustrate an environmental point, he or 
she tends to rely one or two western wildlife 
documentaries. These typically last for 50 
minutes – far too long to keep a young child’s 
attention in a classroom setting, and just as 
unsuitable for showing to a packed and lively 
community meeting in a remote village.

By contrast, the short fi lms made by the 
young fi lm-makers-in-training are designed 
to run at between just three and 12 minutes. 
There is time for a proper discussion and – 
because they tend to deal with a single, 
highly salient point – local people are keen 
to chime in with their opinions.

It’s all very well, of course, to have a cohort 
of trained-up and mustard-keen young 
fi lm-makers pumping out short fi lms that 
passionately expound upon the region’s 
environmental problems. But the challenge 

MEDIA TRAINING IN KENYA & TANZANIA

KENYA

POPULATION 37 million
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY 53 years
AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME $580
While 46% of the population live in poverty, more 

children are now in school, HIV and AIDS 
is falling and there is more access to clean 
water and sanitation. The UK provided 

£52.1m in aid in 2007/8 with a focus 
on education, governance and health 
and HIV and AIDS.

Find out more at 
www.dfi d.gov.uk/kenya

TANZANIA 

POPULATION 40 million
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY 52 years
AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME $400
Tanzania has been peaceful and stable since 
independence in 1961, despite having one 
of the widest ranges of ethnic and religious 
diversity in the world. In 2007/8 DFID provided 
£125m in aid to Tanzania, with a focus on 
governance, education and growth. 

Find out more at 
www.dfi d.gov.uk/tanzania

KENYA

TANZANIA
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“Our fi lms can change behaviour”

Elsie Kariuki, 30, from Nairobi, an 
environmental studies graduate employed as 
project offi cer for the organisation Community-
based Biodiversity Conservation Films.

I previously worked for the Born Free Foundation, 
and was involved in the production and 
distribution of a Swahili docudrama about the 
illegal bush meat trade in Kenya. Mobile cinema 
was used to show the fi lm to thousands of people 
living in bush meat ‘hot spots’. The aim was to 
educate while entertaining. The great reaction 
from audiences made me realize the power of 
fi lm as a medium for promoting conservation.

In countries like Kenya where the environment is 
tightly intertwined with people’s daily lives, many 
take it for granted and see the environment as 
an endless resource. Conservation fi lms are not 
very popular in Kenya: we were not brought up 
watching National Geographic or BBC natural 
history programmes and many people just don’t 
feel that connection within nature. The language 
used, the expressions, the style of presentation, 

may sometimes hinder the audience from really 
getting the message. I think that fi lms made 
with a good understanding of the audience, 
and better yet, with personal experience of 
the subject matter, have the power not only 
to promote public awareness and interest in 
conservation issues but also to elicit changes in 
attitudes and behaviour.

I think the pressure on Kenya’s water resources is 
critical, from pollution caused by dumping waste 
into and close to rivers, to the clearing of forests 
in water catchment areas, the excess abstraction 
of water and human settlement and agricultural 
activities on riparian land.

There needs to be a mental shift: people need 
to realise that they themselves are often the cause 
of those problems. They must understand that 
our natural resources are not infi nite, and that 
they must make a conscious effort towards the 
resources’ regeneration and sustainability.

I have recently made a series of short fi lms on 
ecological survey methods in the Lake Natron 
Basin. In future I hope to get involved in bigger fi lm 
projects and perhaps even collaborate with a local 
TV station to create a conservation-related series.

“People can tell their own stories”

Caroline Kang’ahi Lumosi, 25, an 
environmental science graduate from 
western Kenya works as a project offi cer 
for the Ecological Society for Eastern Africa.

In Kenya, environmental topics are not given 
much airtime. Very few journalists are willing to 
work on these issues, and those who do so are 
either foreigners or have the wrong motives, 
such as making money.

I am now learning how to simplify highly 
technical environmental information without 
distorting the message, and presenting it in 
a way that children and community members 
can understand.

Kenyans have had a negative notion of fi lms 
produced by foreigners – to them, the foreigner 
could not tell their story better than themselves. 
These fi lms give a chance to local communities 
– and those affected by various environmental 
calamities – to tell their stories from their own 
point of view. They play a role in awareness 
creation, and through this, hopefully 
communities’ attitudes can be changed. 
We have already shown some of the fi lms to 
schoolchildren and their response has been 
tremendous! 

In Kenya, our natural resources – water, forest 
etc – are managed by the government. 
Communities have not been given the 
opportunity to be a partner in managing these 
resources sustainably. As a result there is wanton 
destruction, and a lack of an appreciation for the 
richness of our land.

It has been wonderful to be able to network 
with other conservationists who are passionate 
about fi lm-making, and I will continue to partner 
with my colleagues to produce more short fi lms. 
I hope to use this skill as a source of income and 
also to help other upcoming conservationists to 
use fi lm to educate children and community 
members about the value of the environment 
they depend on.

is getting them seen in the most remote and 
poorly-connected parts of Africa.

This is where Richard Brock’s work on fi nding 
novel ways of distributing the fi lms comes in. 
“An extensive ‘mix and match’ library of 300 
or so of these short fi lms will be created for 
use across Africa,” he says. “Educators could 
then use this fi lm library to build, for example, 
a ‘conservation curriculum’ tailored to local 
children’s environments that could run for a 
school year, or which could, perhaps, contribute 
to a community education project on the 
effects of forest clearing on the longer-term 
environmental health of a specifi c area.”

In looking for alternatives to projectors – 
which require reliable power and dictate a 
certain format for the fi lm showing – Brock 
is testing out options such as mobile phone 
screens, laptops and memory sticks.

The key to the success of the project, he says, 
is creating a big enough library of fi lms covering 
a wide range of subject areas. With an extensive 
fi lm resource, educators will be able to structure 
a bespoke teaching programme that is highly 
relevant to their audience. This November, 
Harper and Brock intend to invite a large 
gathering of all environmental and educational 
NGOs to show them the newly-created fi lm-
library, and display the various means of 
selecting, transporting and showing the shorts 
in the most remote locations.

A demand for more fi lms will of course mean 
there’s a need for more fi lm-makers. There are 
currently just over 50 Kenyans and Tanzanians 
trained up, and by the end of 2009 another 
40-odd will have attended the preliminary 
workshop. Sessions for the current batch of 
trainees are now being carried out by those 
Kenyans – the fi rst group to be trained – who 
showed particular talent in directing and 
editing, overseen by the trainers who trained 
them. Once enough Tanzanians have been 
through the workshops, they in turn will train 

future participants, supported by their more 
experienced Kenyan colleagues. 

This means, says David Harper, that when 
the Darwin Initiative funding runs out, “there 
is in place a network of local people who can 
make conservation fi lms inexpensively for 
communities and NGOs.” 

And that, says Richard Brock, means that there 
will be a compelling visual medium through 
which educators in the most remote parts of 
Africa can inform communities of the effects of 
human actions. This, he hopes, will infl uence their 
decisions, which in part will help decide on the 
future of “the wildest and most splendid parts 
of the world we all depend on for our survival.” 
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INDIA

POPULATION 1.1 billion
AVERAGE LIFE EXPECTANCY 64 years
AVERAGE PER CAPITA INCOME $2,740

India is the world’s largest democracy. 
But despite strong economic growth, 

some 828 million Indians live in poverty. 
Between 2002 and 2007 the UK provided 

more than £1bn in 
aid to India, and 
from 2008 to 2011 

will invest another 
£825m, including 
£500m on health and 

education. DFID’s main focus 
is on malnutrition, child and 

maternal deaths, education, 
and water and sanitation.

Find out more at 
www.dfi d.gov.uk/india

When I was growing up in an Indian 
village, one of my friends had a limp 
as a result of polio. No one used his 

real name, they called him Chhota, “the lame 
one”. He accepted his difference as a sign of 
inferiority, and no one challenged the way we 
treated him. There was also a teenager, who 
people said was mentally ill. Adults in the 
village decided to ‘cure’ him by pressing a red 
hot iron hoe on his back. He developed a 
festering wound and died a few months later. 
India has moved on greatly since my youth, 
but certain attitudes linger and children with 
physical or mental disabilities are still often 
referred to as ‘handicapped’ or ‘retarded’. 

While the country has made great strides 
towards the Millennium Development Goal 
of universal primary education, until recently 

progress has been slower for the estimated 
3.7 million elementary school-age children with 
disabilities. The fi rst special school for disabled 
children was opened in Mumbai in 1944 and in 
recent decades a series of laws and programmes 
have sought to bring disabled children into 
education. In 1974, successful international 
experiments in placing children with disabilities 
in regular schools gave rise to Integrated 
Education for Disabled Children (IEDC). While 
this met with limited success, it did create 
awareness of the importance of integrating 
disabled children in mainstream education.

In 1987, the Ministry of Human Resources 
Development launched Project Integrated 
Education for the Disabled, under which a series 
of regions would ensure all schools in their area 
enrolled a proportion of children with 

disabilities. Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Nagaland, Orissa, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, 
Haryana, Mizoram, Delhi and Baroda, all took 
on this responsibility. 

In inner city slums disability can be seen as a 
source of income through begging, inhibiting 
parents from educating disabled children. 
Sometimes, parents see disability as a 
punishment for sins committed in a previous life, 
and think there is little point in educating them. 
Economic, social and cultural compulsions like 
these explain why many disabled children 
remain in the background for life.

As yet, there is no comprehensive 
infrastructure for early detection of disability 
among infants in place, and so awareness 
of acute developmental disorders like autism 
or learning disabilities such as dyslexia 

SPECIAL SCHOOLS IN INDIA

As India seeks to provide universal elementary education, 
the needs of children with disabilities are increasingly being 
recognised. Prodeepta Das reports from a government-supported 
residential school for disabled children in Bhubaneswar in Orissa.

Emerging from the shadows

I N D I A

Chetana, the name of the 
school, means ‘awareness’.
© Prodeepta Das

ORISSA
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remains low. However, the government is 
increasingly focused on ‘mainstreaming’ 
children with special needs into schools. 
And currently, more than 2 million children 
with special needs are now studying in 
elementary school as a result of government 
and Department for International Development 
(DFID) support – together with that of other 
development partners. 

The voluntary sector continues to play a key 
role in taking up the challenge of disability 
education. In 1985 the state government of 
Orissa embarked on a 25-year ‘Scheme for 
Physically Handicapped and Mentally Retarded 
Children’, “aimed at providing free education to 

visually impaired, hearing impaired and 
mentally challenged children in special 
schools having specially trained teachers 
through [non-government] organisations”. 
Today 2,939 students are taught in 50 such 
schools with grant-in-aid from the state 
government. Additionally, there are 25 special 
schools with 1,037 students with grant-in-aid 
from the central government.

Chetana (“awareness”) is one such independent 
special residential school in the state capital of 
Bhubaneswar. Started by psychologist 
Dr Narayan Pati and a group of friends in 1985 
for children with “intellectual disability”. 
It now caters for 117 children, aged six to 18. 

2 MILLION 
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
ARE NOW IN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Principal Dr Bijaya Pati 
with one of her students.
© Prodeepta Das

Two boys take part in a motor 
coordination lesson.
© Prodeepta Das
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“We have conducted a detailed survey of 
children with intellectual disability in eight 
blocks of the state and identifi ed 1,478 children 
who need special education,” said Dr Pati. 
“Many parents, of their own accord, bring 
their children here, hoping for admission but 
we have to disappoint them as we are full. 
Most of our students come from families 
below the poverty line.” 

The school has 18 teaching and non-teaching 
members of staff, And all children receive 
one-to-one attention for a part of the day. 
The curriculum consists of both individual 
and group learning activities. On any one 
day they are engaged in a variety of activities, 
from recognising shapes through learning 
vocabulary, to music and dance. They are 
encouraged to attempt answers without fear 
of making mistakes.

Another psychologist, retired professor Basant 
Das, interviews parents and children before 
admission. He told me that parents very often 
viewed their children as ‘problems’. In one case, 
the parents were exasperated by the child’s 
antisocial and aggressive behaviour and were 
determined that it was the child’s fault. After 

much persuasion, they agreed to give some 
‘quality time’ to their child when he was at 
home, and a few months later, they were 
delighted with the dramatic improvement 
in their son’s behaviour.

“Here I am receiving a good education. I enjoy 
singing and dancing,” said Sudhir Sahoo. And 
Somanath Barik likes the place so much, he 
doesn’t miss home at all: “I get good food and I 
have made so many friends. I do not want to go 
home.” Another student, Sandhyarani Sahoo, 
echoed her friends’ sentiments: “I like Chetana 
more than my home. Bhagyabati (her carer) 
takes good care of me. I like stitching work in 
the tailoring unit.” 

Despite the success of Chetana and similar 
schools across India, and the recent progress 
in encouraging mainstream schools to accept 
children with disabilities, many disabled 
children remain outside the reach of 
mainstream education. The success of 
India’s efforts in delivering the Millennium 
Development Goal for education, and 
providing universal education will determine 
how soon these children with disabilities are 
fi nally included.  

SPECIAL SCHOOLS IN INDIA

Babiya gets moving

Babiya, 11, is studying in class three in the village 
of Narisilpaniketan in Kolkatta, West Bengal. 
He was born paralysed in both legs and the 
courage and tireless efforts of his mother Savita 
to make her son self-suffi cient have changed the 
family’s life. As a child, Babiya learnt to move 
around the house on his own, propelling himself 
on his hands. The strength in his arms gave him 
enough mobility to move out of the house, to 
play around with his friends, to fl y a kite, and even 
to disappear when it was time for his chores.

About two years ago, all schools in Kolkatta 
were asked to provide information about any 
disabled children in the area – part of the 
process of identifying children with special 
needs under Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), the 
fl agship programme of the Indian government, 
supported by DFID, to deliver universal 
elementary education. Following the survey, SSA 
offi cials came to the school in Babiya’s village 
to meet the principal and later visited Babiya’s 
home to discuss his education with his parents. 
Within months, a brand new wheelchair was 
purchased with SSA funds to assist him on his 
journey to school each day. It was wheeled into 
Babiya’s house in the Rabindra Polli slum. His 
mother Savita had tears in her eyes for this gift 
that would permit her son to move around in life 
with dignity. Babiya, she says, “has never been 
teased in school.” The teachers and children help 
him so that he has no problems spending four 
hours each day at school. In fact, his disability has 
worked positively to ensure that in his daily life he 
has supportive friends who remain loyal to him.

SSA funds were also meant the village school 
was able to construct a ramp so that Babiya could 
access the classroom with ease. His father, Kamal 
Das, wheels his son to school, every day. “If there 
is no education, there is nothing in life,” he says. 
“I cannot even read the numbers or names on 
the bus, so the bus can take me anywhere and 
I won’t even know where I am. I feel frustrated 
that I cannot even manage the accounts for my 
vegetable business; I always have to rely on 
others.” His son, despite his physical disability, 
will not suffer from the same educational 
disadvantage.

SSA lays particular emphasis on meeting 
the educational needs of special focus groups 
that include girls; children from such 
marginalised groups as ‘scheduled castes’ 
and ‘scheduled tribes’; disabled children and 
other disadvantaged groups. Out of a total 
of 2.5 million children identifi ed with disabilities, 
2.18 million of these had been enrolled in 
elementary schooling by 2006.

3,976
DISABLED STUDENTS
RECEIVE FREE EDUCATION AT 

75 SCHOOLS 

©
 Prodeepta D

as



Postgraduate Distance Learning

• Agricultural Economics
• Applied Environmental Economics
• Environmental Management

• Managing Rural Development
• Poverty Reduction: Policy and Practice
• Sustainable Development

Internationally recognised Master’s Degrees in:

For more information, visit our website at: www.soas.ac.uk/cedep 
or email: cedepadmin@soas.ac.uk
Centre for Development, Environment and Policy (CeDEP) SOAS, University of London, High Street, Wye, Ashford, Kent TN25 5AH

For professional updating, choose our Short Course Scheme - a portfolio of over 30 course modules available

CeDEP
Centre for 
Development, 
Environment 
and Policy

D
is

ta
nc

e 
Le

ar
ni

ng
Challenging times need skilled people



Worldwide Training
for International Development Professionals

Practical • Participatory • Personal

Join us in 2010 for Project Management and People Management 
courses around the world. Open and tailor-made courses available.

IMA International Ltd, Drummond House, High Street, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex, BN6 
9RE, UK
Tel +44 (0)1273 833030   Fax +44 (0)1273 833230

Drummond House, 
89 High Street, Hurstpierpoint, 
West Sussex, BN6 9RE, UK

Tel : +44 (0)1273 833030
Fax: +44 (0)1273 833230
post@imainternational.com

Read course fact sheets and apply online at www.imainternational.com


